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shining / On all your fear and pain.

He who was served by angels/Comes as a child to serve: For
God in mercy tempers / The justice we deserve. Whoever here
is guilty, / Who knows himself defiled: Look up! and find salvation
/ Believing in this Child.

How quickly night is passing -/ Haste to the stable now! There
you will find salvation,/The reason why and how. God from
your guilt's beginning / Has heard you when you cried. Now he
whom God has chosen /Is standing at your side.

As long as nights are falling/On human guilt and pain, The
star of God's good pleasure / Will shine on travelling men. In
souls lit by its radiance / The darkness cannot brood: Look up!
salvation for you/ Shines from the face of God!

God wants to live in darkness/So he can make it bright; As
though he would reward it/ He guides the world aright. He who
created all things / Does not forsake the lost; Who trusts the Son

as Saviour /Has freedom at the last.
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2. Dem alle Engel dienen, /wird nun ein Kind und Knecht.
Gott selber ist erschienen/zur Suhne fur sein Recht.
Wer schuldig ist auf Erden,/verhull nicht mehr sein Haupt.

Er soll errettet werden,/wenn er dem Kinde glaubt.

3. Die Nacht ist schon im Schwinden, / macht euch zum Stalle auf’!
Thr sollt das Heil dort finden, /das aller Zeiten Lauf
von Anfang an verkundet, / seit eure Schuld geschah.

Nun hat sich euch verbundet, /den Gott selbst ausersah.

4. Noch manche Nacht wird fallen / auf Menschenleid und -schuld.
Doch wandert nun mit allen/der Stern der Gotteshuld.
Beglanzt von seinem Lichte, / halt euch kein Dunkel mehr.

Von Gottes Angesichte / kam euch die Rettung her.

5. Gott will im Dunkel wohnen/und hat es doch erhellt.
Als wollte er belohnen, /so richtet er die Welt.
Der sich den Erdkreis baute, / der lasst den Sunder nicht.

Wer hier dem Sohn vertraute, / kommt dort aus dem Gericht.

English translation by Fred Pratt Green 1903-2000
(© 1974 Stainer & Bell Ltd)
1. Thenight is nearly over/ The daylight nearly here: With praises
let us welcome/God's bright and morning star. Who suffered

long in darkness/Join in the joyful strain: The morning star is
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My personal message:

Christmas certainly is not only a time for eating sweet cakes and
receiving nice presents. And Christmas is not only the season of plain
merrimaking and rejoicing about the birth a smiling baby. The main
purpose of this Christian ceremony is to put the focus of our lives
on something else: As long as there is misery, there is also hope -
the promise of redemption, a better life, if we invest our love into

helping our fellow human beings on earth.

*The lyrics of the English version can be found on the internet at:
http://www.lutheranwiki.org/Jochen Klepper).

If you want to listen to the song, you can find many different

versions on "Youtube", for instance:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fiWwlbL6¢cL.38

And if you want to learn more about the score of the English version

with a different Welsh melody, just look it up on the internet:

http://www.smallchurchmusic2.com/Score PDF/TheNightWillSoon
Be-Llangloffan.pdf

Original German text, published by Jochen Klepper in his book of
poetry "Kyrie" (1938):
1. Die Nacht ist vorgedrungen, /der Tag ist nicht mehr fern.

So sei nun Lob gesungen,/dem hellen Morgenstern.

Auch wer zur Nacht geweinet, / der stimme froh mit ein.

Der Morgenstern bescheinet auch deine Angst und Pein.
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into a Christian context : Jesus Christ will bring light into the world -
a theme repeatedly used in the Bible. That is why the symbol of

candles is used over and over again during the Christmas season.

For most of you the Christian message of God becoming a human
baby does not make sense, neither does the idea of a man being killed
and then coming back to life appeal to the logic and rationality of
modern people. We have no written documents or scientific evidence
which prove the historical truth of the birthday or the resurrection of
Christ. But in the face of human suffering and natural disasters we
cling to the hope of an escape from it all, as shown by Christ. That
is what Jochen Klepper strongly believed: Both joy and sadness are
part of our existence. You cannot have just one part without the other.

Yet, in the end, night is not going to conquer light.

The original poem would probably not have become so popular in
Germany had it not been for the composer Johannes Petzold (1912-
1985) who shortly after the publication of Klepper's book (with
contained some other religious poems) came up with a simple but
wonderful melody.* The poem/song ranks high among modern German
church songs and has become part of Protestant as well as Catholic
hymnals after the war because of its positive Christmas message

(despite deep life-threatening personal trouble).
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Stein, who had 2 daughters from her first marriage. In 1933 Hitler
became leader of Germany and soon changed laws in order to disallow
mixed marriages between so-called "Arian" pureblooded German and
Jewish people.

Klepper did not want to divorce his wife and this is when trouble
started: he lost his job and had to fight against discrimination. At the
beginning of World War Il he was drafted into the army - and soon
dishonorably discharged because of his marriage. Finally, in December
1942, he could no longer withstand the pressure from the government,
which had threatened to deport and kill his stepdaughter as well as his
wife. So he committed suicide together with Johanna and the younger

daughter - her sister had barely been able to leave Germany.

A tragic life indeed - and this makes Klepper's poetry even more
impressive. Facing so many obstacles in his private life did not drive
him away from his faith; just the opposite: it led him to seek comfort
in his strong religious belief. Just to give you an idea of the main
message of the song by Klepper, take a look at the English translation
at the end, and there is a Japanese version in the new "Hymnal 21"
as hymn No.243.

He keeps talking about darkness, human guilt, and suffering - the
many problems we face in the world. But all this is counterbalanced
by words about brightness: the Morning star (52/), the belief in
salvation through Jesus Christ. For this point the image of the eternal

fight between the dark forces and the bright forces is evoked and put
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The song became popular in France, too. Much later in 1923 it was
translated into English by Richard B. Hoyle as an Easter hymn "Thine
is the glory" and a Japanese version can be found in your Japanese
sanbika (E£J%3K 130). Haendel's hymn is well known in Germany
as part of the Christmas season and it is still sung in churches and
concerts. The melody is joyous and proud - with trumpets announcing
the birth of and arrival of a new king-the "King of Peace" entering
Jerusalem. This melody fits and suits the usual positive and joyful
mood when we are thinking of Christmas as a time of celebration.
The popularity of the melody is an asset to the message it carries.
But this popularity can also lead to parodies and downright mockery.
That is why nowadays the melody is used even in Germany as a
Carneval or merry-making song, and in Japan as a festive intonation
at the beginning of a presentation ceremony, such as for the winner

of a (sumo) tournament.

There are other, not so frolicsome (P things that we cannot
deny even during these happy days. The world is not at peace, many
humans are still suffering and the outlook for the future of our planet
is not too bright. This is where the second song comes in. It presents
the other side of the coin, so to speak. First I have to talk about
the author of the text, and his life, so you can understand, why this
is a very special song.

Jochen Klepper (1903 - Dec.11, 1942) studied theology and worked

as freelance writer. In 1931 he married the (Jewish) widow Johanna
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ENGLISH CHAPEL SERVICE

A Frieder Sondermann (V> ¥ —=< >, E.F.)

READING from the SCRIPTURE : (John, chapter 8: verse 12)
Then Jesus again spoke to them, saying, "l am the Light of the
world; he who follows Me will not walk in the darkness, but will have

the Light of life.”

Meditation: What is in a song?

Come Christmas time we hear and sing many songs about this
Christian "festival". Some of them are beautiful, some are downright
silly yet popular - without any connection to the Christian context
of the birth of Jesus Christ. Today I would to share with you some
thoughts about two songs that are dear to my heart, because they
are very much part of my upbringing and bring back memories of

family gatherings, where we happily sang many Christmas songs.

Maybe I should start with the older one of these two songs,
because all of you have heard it and may be surprised to learn
something about its origin and its use. Actually we just sang it. It
is the hymn "Daughter of Zion", a composition taken from short
passages in two oratorios by Georg Friedrich Haendel : "Joshua"
(1747) and "Judas Maccabaeus" (1751). These short lines in their
German version were re-arranged and presented in a private circle

by Friedrich Heinrich Ranke around 1820, then published in 1826.
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passage we read earlier in the service is from the Old Testament
book of [ Chronicles, chapter 25. Bach had written his own
commentary on [ Chronicles, and at the end of his commentary he
wrote that this Old Testament book contained "splendid proof that...
music was instituted by the Spirit of God through David."

During Bach's life, he worked mainly as a church musician.
Quite simply, he loved the world of church music. Unfortunately, at
the end of his life, he had become completely blind. In 1750, he
died in relative obscurity. Though it is hard for us to believe, he
was even buried in an unmarked grave. Bach's accomplishments
were many and varied. Though he is best known for his numerous
musical compositions, we should not forget that he composed these
pieces during his busy working life as an organist, conductor, music
director, and teacher, and while he was raising a very large family.

Throughout his life, Bach was devoted not only to his family,
but also to his work and to his God. In fact, Johann Sebastian Bach
saw his work and his faith in God as, in a sense, two sides of the
same coin. Indeed, through his work as a performing musician and

composer, Bach honored and worshiped God.
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numerous combinations of instruments and voices. He wrote cantatas,
masses, oratorios, passions, concerti, and solo pieces for several
different instruments. It is interesting to note that during Bach's life
only ten of his original compositions were published. Actually, it
was not until the nineteenth century that Bach's truly brilliant ability
as a composer came truly to be appreciated.

Bach lived and worked in Germany all his life. He wrote both
sacred and secular music, but his true love was writing music for
the church. His life reflected his stated belief that "music's only
purpose should be for the glory of God and the recreation of the
human spirit." Bach was a man with a strong faith in Jesus Christ.
In his thinking, he was a disciple of the great Reformation theologian,
Martin Luther. Luther emphasized the importance of a Bible-based
Christianity, and Bach's life demonstrated a similar conviction. When
Bach composed a piece, he would often write "J.J." (Jesu Juva-"
Help me, Jesus") or "I. N. I." (In Nomine Jesu - "In the name of
Jesus") on the page before he began to write. And when he finished
writing the piece, he often wrote the letters "S. D. G.", which meant
Soli Deo Gloria-"To God alone, the glory". In short, Bach's faith
strongly influenced his work as a musician and composer. In all he
did, he was guided by his faith in God.

Bach often read the Bible and other religious books. A devoted
student of Martin Luther, he had two different editions of Luther's
works and many books written by followers of Luther. Bach sought

to see a relation between his music and his faith. For example, the
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ENGLISH CHAPEL SERVICE

F 1) 2 b EHFHE David N, Murchie (v —F—, T+ Ev F)

SCRIPTURE : 1 Chronicles 25: 1, 6-7

David, together with the commanders of the army, set apart
some of the sons of Asaph, Heman and Jeduthun for the ministry
of prophesying, accompanied by harps, lyres and cymbals. . . . All
these men were under the supervision of their fathers for the music
of the temple of the Lord, with cymbals, lyres and harps, for the
ministry at the house of God. Asaph, Jeduthun and Heman were
under the supervision of the king. Along with their relatives-all of

them trained and skilled in music for the Lord-they numbered 288.

MESSAGE: '"Making Music for God"

In our chapel service today we played a piece by Johann
Sebastian Bach and later we will sing a hymn based on a melody
from one of Bach's most famous compositions, the Sz Matthew
Passion. Bach was born in Eisenach, Germany in 1685. Many mem
bers of the Bach family were well-known musicians at that time,
and many are still well-known to us today. Johann was orphaned
when he was nine years old. When Johann was young, his older
brother took care of him. At an early age, Johann displayed a
remarkable ability for playing organ, violin, and several other
instruments. Bach became famous as an organist, but he was also a

prolific composer. He composed many different kinds of pieces for
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