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imagine how many wars would be avoided if people returned
good for evil? Can you imagine how many crimes would be
avoided if people did not fight back when someone treated them
badly? Can you imagine what this campus of Tohoku Gakuin
University would be like if each of us loved even those people who
did not like us—in other words, if we loved even our enemies? I
think that we would be overwhelmed by what would happen if we
did good things to people who did bad things to us.

Returning good for evil is Christian love. It is the love God
showed us when God sent Jesus Christ to die for our sins. Even
though we rejected God, God loved us enough to sacrifice God’s only
Son, Jesus Christ, that we might once again be able to fellowship
with God. Though we have treated God like an enemy, God still
loves us. I pray today that you will accept God’s love and that
you will show that love to others; and I pray especially that you
will show that love to people you previously thought were your

enemies.
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of love felt between a boyfriend and a girlfriend. For example,
have you ever tried to love somebody who has been mean to you?
Have you ever tried to love someone who has said bad things
about you? Have you ever tried to love someone whom you did
not like? As Jesus put it, have you ever tried actually to love an
enemy? It is difficult to be kind to someone who has been mean
to you. It is difficult to say something nice about someone who
says only bad things about you.

Nevertheless, the love Jesus was talking about was just
this kind of love—love of enemies. Jesus explained that it is not
difficult to love people who love us. That is easy. If someone does
something nice to you, it makes you feel good, and you naturally
want to do something good for that person in return. When
someone says something nice about us, we appreciate that and we
naturally want to say something nice about that person in return.
Jesus even uses the example of lending money to explain this
principle. He explains that if we lend money to people and hope to
get that money returned to us, there is nothing particularly good
about that. Even sinners do that! Furthermore, if someone hurts
us, though we may want to take revenge against that person,
Jesus tells us that we should not hurt that person; instead, we
should show kindness to that person. In other words, we should
return good for evil.

Can you imagine what our world would be like if people

showed this kind of love to each other every day? Can you
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SERMON : "Loving Enemies"

When we think about love, we probably think most often
about loving people who are close friends or family members.
Sometimes,however, we also speak about loving things. We
might say, “I love ice cream,” or, “I love pretty sweaters,” or “I
love to go to “baseball games.” In other words, when we say
we love something, we are talking about something that we
like very much. This is the kind of love we see in the movies all
the time. Actors and actresses in American movies often speak
about “falling in love.” When a man and a woman “fall in love, ”
they want to spend a lot of time with each other. The husband’
s and the wife’s emotions are deeply affected by what the other
person does and thinks. We are all very familiar with this kind of
love. It is a powerful kind of love. It is a love that changes people’
s lives. Because of this kind of love, people become close friends.
Because of this kind of love, people get married. Through this
kind of love, a man and a woman enjoy the intimate sexual love
of the marital relationship. Through this kind of love men and
women bring children into the world and build families. This is a
wonderful kind of love; and it is a gift to us from God.

However, in the Bible passage we just read, Jesus was
speaking to us about another kind of love. It may sound strange to
speak of loving enemies, but that is exactly the kind of love about
which Jesus was speaking. This is not the warm, affectionate love

enjoyed by a man and woman who are married, or even the kind
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ENGLISH CHAPEL SERVICE
SOEEEHE  David N. Murchie (R —F—, 74 E v R)

BIBLE READING : Luke 6: 27-36

But I tell you who hear me: Love your enemies, do good to
those who hate you, bless those who curse you, pray for those
who mistreat you. If someone strikes you on one cheek, turn to
him the other also. If someone takes your cloak, do not stop him
from taking your tunic. Give to everyone who asks you, and if
anyone takes what belongs to you, do not demand it back. Do to

others as you would have them do to you.

If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you?
Even ‘sinners’ love those who love them. And if you do good
to those who are good to you, what credit is that to you? Even
‘sinners’ do that. And if you lend to those from whom you expect
repayment, what credit is that to you? Even sinners lend to
‘sinners,’ expecting to be repaid in full. But love your enemies, do
good to them, and lend to them without expecting to get anything
back. Then your reward will be great, and you will be sons of the
Most High, because he is kind to the ungrateful and wicked. Be

merciful, just as your Father is merciful.
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