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sister. A friend once spoke of seeing Charles and Mary, brother
and sister, walking across the field to the mental asylum, while
both of their faces were bathed in tears. Is this a sad story?
Yes, it is. However, it is also a story that gives us a clear and
powerful example of the sacrificial love about which Jesus
spoke so often. I pray that each of us will hear these words

from our Savior and follow his example today.



When I become hungry, I get something to eat. If I am cold, I
put on some warm clothes. But Jesus says this is only part of
my responsibility. Jesus says that, as a Christian, if my enemies
are hungry I must give them food, too; and if they are cold,
I must also give them warm clothes that they can wear. In
fact, it might be helpful to think about it this way; when I eat
for myself, it should remind me that I should also give food
to people who don’t have food to eat. And when I am cold, it
should remind me to give clothes to people who don’t have
clothes to keep them warm. Jesus tells me that even if those
people are my enemies, I should take care of them just like I
take care of myself.

The kind of love Jesus was talking about is not the kind of
love about which we usually think. It is not the love of friends
who are easy to love. Rather, it is love that involves sacrifice on
our part. It is love which expects nothing in return. This was
the kind of love the great English writer Charles Lamb showed
in his life. You see, Lamb was planning to marry the girl he
loved. However, he sacrificially gave up those plans in order
to care for his sick sister, Mary, who suffered from mental
derangement. One time, Mary, in one of her deranged fits,
stabbed her mother to death. After this, Charles realized that
Mary would need special care for the rest of her life. For this
reason, Charles gave up his plans to marry the girl he loved,

and for 38 years, he cared lovingly and tenderly for his sick



22. The lawyer asked Jesus, “Which of the Old Testament
commandments is the greatest?” Jesus chose not to answer
the question directly. Instead, he spoke to the lawyer about
two additional but short commandments that summarized all
the Old Testament commandments. The first of these short
commandments was, “Love the Lord your God with all your
heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.” The
second commandment was, “Love your neighbor as yourself.”
Jesus explained that all the Old Testament writings were based
on these two, short, easy-to-understand commandments.

On another occasion, Jesus further explained the kind of
love he was talking about with the lawyer. As recorded in the
fifth chapter of Matthew, Jesus said, “Love your enemies, and
pray for those who persecute you, so that you may be sons
of your Father who is in heaven; for he makes his sun rise on
the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the just and on
the unjust. For if you love those who love you, what reward
have you? Do not even the tax collectors do the same? And if
you salute only your brethren, what more are you doing than
others? Do not even the Gentiles do the same? You, therefore,
must be perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect.”

In short, Jesus said that if we truly want to follow him, we
must also do for others what we naturally do for ourselves.
And especially, we must do these things for our enemies. For

example, I do not have any problem taking care of myself.



The Good Samaritan

Segigdz - David Murchie (R—F— FAE v 1)

SCRIPTURE READING: Matthew 5: 43-45 (XX AIC K51
B 5 B43~45H1)

43“You have heard that it was said, ‘Love your neighbor and
hate your enemy.” 44But I tell you: Love your enemies and
pray for those who persecute you, ssthat you may be sons
of your Father in heaven. He causes his sun to rise on the
evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and the
unrighteous.”
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MESSAGE: “The Good Samaritan”
A lawyer once came to see Jesus. He had a question
he thought Jesus would not be able to answer. The story is

recorded in the New Testament Gospe! of Matthew, chapter
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brethren in need keep asking us for help, and we have to be

thankful for being able to offer our help.

[lustration taken from the homepage of the Lutheran Church
at Breitenbrunn in Germany

(http://kirche-breitenbrunn.de/geschichte/450-jahre/
christustrager)
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confident that the job of carrying a child is not difficult at all.
He certainly has carried much heavier people. But this time,
when he starts crossing the river with the small load on his
shoulders, he almost looses his power. Why? It is a double load:
not only the child, but also the responsibility for a save future
(symbolized by the ball=world in the child's right hand). Any
political leader will tell you, how tough it is to make decisions
for a whole nation. By himself he will not be able to achieve
a positive result. He depends on strong support from others.
Christians know that helping people in need can be simple
and a matter of routine. But realizing that it is impossible to
do away with human suffering may change our attitude: from
confidence to despair, from strength to weakness. And that
is the point: If we rely on our own strength, we may stumble
or even break down. Trying to follow the teachings given by
Christ may cause harm to us, unless we realize that we need
spiritual support to carry on and on and on.

Going back to the illustration: Of course we see the strong man
with the young child on his back. But we should look behind
the apparent picture. Isn't it the child that is carrying the man?
That does sound paradoxical, doesn't it?

For me this is a Christian message: With the help from above
we can shoulder the most difficult - and the seemingly very
easy - job. No matter how light or heavy, our own strength is

not enough. We should humbly ask for help from God. Our
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from my life, when I had finished Senior High School and was
working in the USA. I was doing some kind of social work:
collecting, sorting and then shipping used clothing to places
which had experienced natural disasters. These people had lost
everything and were in need of basic support. While we were
checking the donations given to us there was always a radio
playing in the warehouse. And one day I heard the song "He
ain't heavy, he's my brother." Maybe it was the original version
by the pop group "The Hollies", or maybe it was the cover
version by Neil Diamond. Instantly there was a connection in
my mind about the hit song and the legend of St. Christopher.
It made a big impression on me and if you are interested in
soft rock music, you may find this song through the internet.
They put the words of Paul to a group of people in central
Turkey into a new context - not plain Christian, but rather
humanitarian. And these words add something worth thinking
about. Not just a fuzzy slogan like "Yes, we can!"

Later in life I saw many pictures of boys or girls carrying a
not so little brother or sister on their back. Mostly these kids
looked poor, but they had a smile on their face. The respective
photographer may want to remind us of the message taught to

Christopher.

Thinking again about the original story concerning Christopher

a paradox started puzzling me: The strong man must be
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One day a small child called on him. Dutifully the big man
put the child on his shoulders and started to step into the
water. Little by little the boy's weight seemed to become
heavier and heavier. Christopher now thought that he could
not reach the other side of the river. He made it, barely,
and told the child that it felt like he had been carrying the
whole world on his shoulders. To this the child replied: "As a
matter of fact, you have done just that. I am Jesus Christ and
I carry the whole world, so you carried me and the whole
world at the same time." From that time on he used the name
"Christopher” which in the Greek language has the meaning
"Christ-bearer". Because he did not want to give up his
Christian faith he was killed and became a martyr, a saint by

Christian standards.

Legends and fairytales often try to put an important
message into a simple story so everyone can easily understand
its meaning or even several meanings. What could be the
message of this legend? The most simple explanation is using
the image of St. Christopher as a lucky charm. This is what you
can see in key holders bearing his image. Travelers use it to

ensure safe passage during a dangerous trip.

Maybe I should start my own explanation with an episode
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The load on our shoulders

BEEREE  Frieder Sondermann
o BR—=—r TY—K—)

Have you ever heard the legend about a man named Saint
Christopher? I want to present some information regarding him
and tell you how this story is connected to the text from the
Bible (Paul's letter to the Galatians 6:1-5). We do not know
much about Christopher as far as historical facts are concerned.
He may have lived more than 1700 years ago in what is now

northern Africa and may have died in southern Turkey.

But there are several stories which describe how this
very strong and proud man (initially named Reprobus) only
wanted to serve the mightiest person on earth. He rejected
a king, then the devil, and finally found out through the
teaching of a hermit that Jesus Christ was the strongest; and
the best way to serve Christ was to carry people across a
dangerous river. So this is what this big man did from now

on.
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