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BRIEF HISTORY OF TOHOKU GAKUIN

I. THE DAWN OF THE SOUL

The origin of Tohoku Gakuin can be traced back to the sixteenth century Reformation in
Europe, when Luther, Zwingli or Calvin began to revitalize the Christian world in the West. In
Germany, the famous Heidelberg Catechism, composed by Ursinus and Olevianus in 1563, was
widely accepted as the standard of faith and life among the Reformed family in the Rhineland and
the Netherlands. A great number of immigrants found their way to freedom of conscience in the
New World during the turmoils of the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries. Many settled in
Pennsylvania on the East Coast of Colonnial America. A theological seminary was established
in Lancaster, Pennsylvania (1825) to train a native ministry to contribute to the education and
evangelism of the German Reformed Church in the U. S., along with other church-related institu-
tions, such as Franklin and Marshall College and Ursinus College. Out of Franklin and Marshall
alone no less than seventeen graduates have dedicated themselves as missionaries to Japan in the
past one hundred years. The relationship between Tohoku Gakuin and these schools is long and
intimate, therefore.

The nineteenth century is sometimes called “The Great Century” of foreign mission, since
missionaries were sent out by the thousands from the American and European churches to the
farthest corners of the non-Christian world. It was only in 1878, however, that the German
Reformed Church had decided to start mission work in Japan. The following year saw the
Grings quite active in Tokyo and its environs as the first missionary couple of the denomination.
Four years later, the Moores joined them. Soon, a few congregations came into being through
their work. When William E. Hoy landed in Yokohama as the third missionary on December 1,
1885, however, he had no idea where he would be stationed.

By this time, the Christian religion had already taken firm root in Japan. Since the
Protestant faith was first introduced to the country in 1859, influential bases had been formed in
such places as Yokohama, Sapporo and Kumamoto ; a competent native leadership was stead-
fastly growing along with the external aid in finance and personnel. Among the earliest nine
converts was Masayoshi Oshikawa of a samurai family in Matsuyama, Shikoku. While he was
studying the newly introduced Western knowledge in Yokohama, he was baptized by James
Ballagh, a veteran Dutch Reformed missionary. Although the ban against Christianity had not
yet been lifted, a small Protestant congregation was secretly organized there. It was surely the
“Dawn of the Soul,” which Oshikawa himself had long been anxious to see, as is illustrated by the
title of one of his earliest literary products.

Late in 1876, Oshikawa was commissioned to Niigata, the only open port on the Sea of Japan,
to assist Theodor Palm, a Scottish medical missionary stationed there. After a few years of toil
and labor, Oshikawa and his co-worker, Kametaro Yoshida, turned to the Tohoku area and began
evangelistic activities with the city of Sendai as the center. Within several years, a synod was
formed with four constituting churches in loose connection with the Union Church of Christ in
Japan. It was exactly at this time that a dramatic encounter took place: the newly arrived
young Hoy was met by Oshikawa, who had been longing for a missionary collaborator to come
to Sendai and help him found Christian schools there. With Hoy’s immediate acceptance of this
plea by Oshikawa, the German Reformed Church came into a co-operative relationship with the
Union Church in Japan.

II. LET THE TOHOKU BE THE SCOTLAND OF JAPAN

Both Oshikawa and Hoy had the firm conviction that Christian evangelism in Japan could
best be carried out by well-trained native pastors. For this purpose, it was felt that the founding
of a theological training school was indispensable. From the early summer of 1886, sometime in
May, Oshikawa and Hoy began to offer some basic instructions in theology to six young men who
had committed themselves to the Christian ministry. In a small rented house near the edge of the
city, the first six students lived and studied. It was called “The Sendai Theological Training



II. LIFE LIGHT

School,” and then changed to Tohoku Gakuin (North Japan College) five years later. Among the
first six students was H. Shimanuki, who was to become the pastor of Kanda Church in Tokyo
and founder of the Rikko Kai, an organization to help Japanese immigrants settle down on the
American continents. Most of the expenses of the school were paid by Hoy himself.

In July of the same year, Lizzie Poorbaugh and Mary Ault arrived in Sendai to start a girls’
school with the help of Oshikawa and Hoy. The school was given government approval in
September and was called Miyagi Joggako, the first educational institution for girls in Sendai.
In the following year, David Schneder arrived in Japan with his newly-married wife, Anna, to
begin their fifty-year dedication both to education and evangelism in the entire Tohoku area.

With the renaming of the school, Tohoku Gakuin started to offer courses for those who were
not committed exclusively to Christian ministry. Thus, system of middle school and college
departments with the seminary to crown it came into existence. About this time, a magnificent
school building was completed in the center of the city to house the students. A fine library was
included in honor of Rudolf Kelker, a great champion of the cause of foreign mission and the
treasurer of the Mission Board at home. The rising poet, Toson Shimazaki, happened to be on
the faculty for a brief period.

The fame of Oshikawa was rapidly rising all over the country and a number of young men
from all parts of Japan were eager to study with him. For those who were financially distressed,
an “Industrial Home” was founded by Oshikawa in order to help the students support themselves
by part-time work, such as laundry, farm, dairy, newspaper delivery and the like. A printing
house in memory of Kinzo Kaneko, who died in Lancaster shortly before his return to Japan after
ten yvears of study there, made great contributions by publishing religious tracts and books. The
Industrial Home was lauded as the source of inspiration for the entire Tohoku Gakuin and
produced a great number of distinguished graduates over the decades. A solid foundation for the
future had thus been laid down by this time.

Literary and cultural activities among the students were also flourishing. In 1893, the first
issue of Tohoku Bungaku (Literary Magazine) was published to be followed by Fuyoho, a
periodical of the Industrial Home, three years later. In 1893, Hoy began to publish his own
unique English journal, The Japan Evangelist, which enjoyed wide circulation both in Japan and in
the U. S. and lasted for another thirty years.

The ambitious Oshikawa, however, could not restrict his vista only to Sendai and Tohoku.
He was equally active in Hokkaido, founding a pioneer project in the northernmost part of the
island. He was also interested in establishing a Christian school in Seoul, Korea. His prospects
reached even as far as Beijing, China. These outside activities eventually led Oshikawa to resign
from the presidency of Tohoku Gakuin to give his full time to participation in the business and
political fields. Hoy, on the other hand, turned his attention to China in the dying agony of the
Ching Dynasty. Partly because of his severe attacks of asthma, Hoy too resigned from the school
in 1900 and transferred to the entirely new field of Yochow in the Province of Hunan, where he
and his family continued to serve in evangelistic, educational and medical work until his death on
the Pacific in 1927. Throughout the tragic years of the Werld war I, Mary Hoy and the daughter
Gertrude remained in the inland China notwithstanding the most depressing predicaments. Hoy
rightly prided himself on being citizen of four countries—the U. S., Japan, China and above all the
Kingdom of Heaven.

Under these circumstances, the future development of Tohoku Gakuin was entrusted to David
B. Schneder.

LOVE

When Schneder was appointed the second president of Tohoku Gakuin, his main efforts had
to be for the consolidation of the school as an educational system. In 1902, the students of the
Middle School department had acquired the privilege of exemption from military service as well
as that of admission to government colleges and universities. Two years later, the College
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department had obtained the full recognition of the Ministry of Education. In this way, Tohoku
Gakuin was successful in establishing itself as a solid and legally approved part of Japan’'s
educational system. In 1905, an impressive building was completed for the Middle School and
was greatly admired by the citizens of Sendai. A few years previously, a beautiful sanctuary
was also dedicated for the Sendai Church adjacent to the Seminary building. Without the
incessant and self-sacrificing endeavors of the Schneders, these splendid edifices would not have
been constructed. Until the very end of their long careers, the Schneders were literally the school
and the church.

In 1911, the twenty-fifth anniversary of the founding of the school was festively celebrated
with the former president Oshikawa as guest speaker. Literary and athletic activities were
flourishing among the students. About this time, the first school anthem was composed and sung.
The College department, which had consisted of the departments of theology and literature, now
added new departments of teachers’ training and commerce. A sizable lot was purchased for the
College at Minami Rokkencho (the present university campus).

Just at this time, a great calamity struck Tohoku Gakuin when the prized Middle School
building was completely destroyed by the great fire which swept the center of the city on the night
of March 1, 1919. Confronted by this disheartening trial, the dauntless Schneders did not
succumb. David, already over sixty, took the courageous lead for the reconstruction of the
building, rejoicing over the many positive responses both in Japan and in the U. S. The Mission
Board was again quick to extend its helping hand with generous donations for the new building,
which was completed three years after the disaster. Over the main entrance, there was a plaque
with the inscription: LIFE LIGHT LOVE, as the symbolic motto of the founding spirit of the
school.

During their fifty years in Japan, the Schneders made seven trips back to the U.S. They did
their best to promote international friendship between Japan and the U. S., as well as to raise the
much needed fund for the expansion of the schools and the churches in the area. When they
returned from their furlough in 1924, they had solicited enough money for the building of the
College. The fortieth anniversary was also the occasion for celebrating the completion of the
new campus. A few years later, the Housekeeper Memorial Hall was dedicated through the
efforts of Mrs. Schneder, who was long anxious to have a center for evangelistic and social
activities on the campus. In 1932, a grand and extremely impressive chapel was completed and
named after its generous donator, Miss Rauhauser of Pittsburg, Pennsylvania.

By the middle of the 1920’s, the number of the alumni was well over one thousand, among
whom were a goodly number of outstanding graduates, such as Prof. Yamakawa, a well-known
Dante scholar, Dr. Hatai, a celebrated biologist, Prof. Kajiwara, a much beloved teacher and
evangelist, Prof. Abe, composer of the present school anthem, not to mention the two Demuras
who later became presidents of the school in succession. The Mission Board was faithful in
supporting the school by way of financial subsidy as well as through the sending of a number of
capable missionary professors like Dr. Noss, the Gerhards, Dr. Zaugg, to mention only a few.
They all contributed immensely to the education and evangelism in the entire district of Tohoku.

The Schneders were keenly aware of the need of a college church in order to substantialize
the founding spirit. The generous gift of fifty thousand dollars by Miss Rauhauser had enabled
Tohoku Gakuin to construct an exquisite chapel, which the newly organized congregation made
the best use of. In 1931, the Manchurian Incident took place. Stormy years were soon to come
and hit the aged Schneders, however.,

IV. 1 AM NOT ASHAMED OF THE GOSPEL

The worldwide depression in the early 1930’s did not fail to devastate the always frail
finances of the German Reformed Church. Soon the situation fell into extreme difficulty. The
Mission Board had no other alternative but to cut its annual subsidy for Tohoku Gakuin, Miyagi



Jogakko and the churches in Tohoku. The financial aid for Tohoku Gakuin, which once
amounted to well over $50, 000 a year until the late 1920’s, had to be cut by 40 percent. Tohoku
Gakuin thus faced an unprecedented crisis. In the search for a way to self-support, the school
tried to reduce its regular expenditures on the one hand and to raise sufficient funds, on the other,
under the capable leadership of Schneder, who energetically solicited donations from his influen-
tial friends in the political and business circles of Japan. It was by no means easy, however, to
attain the intended goal of one million yen.

The difficulty was not limited to the financial dimension alone. Japan’s explicitly aggressive
foreign policy toward the acquisiton of colonnial territories and overseas markets was rapidly
producing a critical tension with the Western powers in Asia. The much famed Taisho Democ-
racy was being overshadowed by the rising militarism. The increasingly loud cry of national
emergency put the end to the prevailing liberalism among the better educated. Military coup d’
etat followed one after another. In all educational institutions beyond the level of middle school,
military training with the uniformed officers on the campuses became mandatory. No Christian
schools could be exempted from this demand by the government. Tohoku Gakuin had to comply
with this obligation, too.

The armed conflicts in Manchuria quickly expanded into a large-scale war between Japan
and China, eventually culminating in World War II in the entire area of the Pacific. The
ultra-nationalistic military government, anxious to enforce an ideological uniformity within the
country, tried to tighten its control over the people and their lives. Red purges mercilessly
engulfed many campuses including Tohoku Gakuin. The very founding spirit itself was at stake.

On the occasion of the fiftieth anniversary in 1936, the aged President Schneder, then 80 years
old, made a long remembered sermon which was broadcasted by the NHK under the title “I am
not ashamed of the Gospel” (Romans 1: 16). This gave profound impression to his audience
throughout the country. In it was embodied his ardent and sincere prayer and a firm determina-
tion to maintain the founding spirit of LIFE LIGHT LOVE even in such an age as that, no
matter how much sacrifice it might cost.

Schneder was succeeded by Teizaburo Demura, his former student and long associate, who
had to cope with the growingly diffficult situation both within and without. The Schneders again
crossed the Pacific in the search of a breakthrough in the U. S.-Japan relation in order to avoid
the catastrophe. Even a personal interview with President Roosevelt, however, could in no way
change the general course of affairs. The only consolation for the people around them was that
the Schneders had passed away before the actual outbreak of the war between what they loved
to call “our two native countries.” The discontinuation of the Seminary deparment in the form of
a merger with the Tokyo Union Seminary (1937) was quite symbolic of the difficulties Tohoku
Gakuin was then facing. The Seminary had been sending out faithful and influential ministers
of the Gospel for the churches mainly in the Tohoku area over the duration of fifty years since
its foundation.

When the World War II finally broke out and the flames of disaster spread all over the
country, students and faculty were either enlisted in the armed forces or mobilized as labor power
in the military factories. The school buildings and even the chapel were requisitioned for
military purposes. Thus, the existence of the school itself was tragically threatened. The worst
crisis of the total dissolution of the school was barely evaded by the addition of a new department
of aeronautic engineering toward the end of the war.

The material and spiritual afflictions culminated in the air raid by American bombers the
night of July 9, 1945, a month before Japan’ s unconditional surrender to the Allied Forces.
Almost all buildings, both of College and Middle School departments, were burned down or
hopelessly destroyed. The downfall of militaristic ultra-nationalism in Japan, however, had
removed the unbearable pressure long torturing Tohoku Gakuin as a Christian institution.
Japan’s defeat was literally a liberation. The way toward reconstruction, nonetheless, seemed to
be far and hard in the midst of the post-war destitution and confusion.
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V. THE FEAR OF THE LORD IS THE BEGINNING OF KNOWLEDGE

Tohoku Gakuin rose again out of the ashes and ruins of the lost war. The American
occupation provided a favorable mental atmosphere for the schools with the Christian heritage.
The German Reformed (Evangelical and Reformed since 1938) Church was not tardy in sending
help both in finance and personnel. In addition to the pre-war returnees, a large number of young
and competent missionaries now joined the field. The Schneder Memorial Library, completed in
1953, was a visible sign of this renewed co-operation, as the building fund had been securedly and
faithfully kept in the U. S. even through the war years in the name of the Schneders. Soon after
the war was over, it was promptly forwarded to Sendai. A plaque was put in the front hall of
the new library with a Biblical passage inscribed upon it: The fear of the Lord is the beginning
of knowledge. It was a resolute reconfirmation of the founding spirit in the new situation.

In accordance with the newly proclaimed philosophy of education in post-war Japan with its
orientation to peace and democracy, Tohoku Gakuin was quick in reorganization. The junior
and senior highschool under Principal Toshio Tsukiura and the four-year college under President
Tadao Oda acquired government approval. Yoshio Suzuki, a noted law professor and a member
of the Diet, was appointed as the Board of Trustees Chairman according to the newly regulated
school ordinances. In November, 1946, Ko Demura was promoted to the chancellorship of the
whole institution. He embraced a grand vision of constructing a greater Tohoku Gakuin which
would include everything from a primary school through a university. His premature death in
September, 1949, however, obstructed the scheme and the death of his successor, Alfred Ankeney,
Schneder’s son-in-law, soon followed. It was therefore Tadao Oda, installed as chancellor in
May, 1951, who became responsible for the further growth and development of Tohoku Gakuin
over the period of more than thirty years until his death in March, 1982.

The needs were vast and multiple. The reorganization of the school system, the acquisition
of a capable and committed staff went along with the repair of badly damaged buildings and
facilities and the expansion through new construction. Religious activities, such as daily chapels,
faculty retreats, student movements or Christmas, greatly accelerated the new awareness of the
school’s Christian heritage and its founding spirit. Both Christian schools and local churches
made the best use of this great opportunity provided by the changed atmosphere toward Christian
religion. People literally thronged the churches and chapels in the search of peace of mind and
for something solid and endurable. On the college campus, the newly awakened academic
interest brought forth the publication of annual bulletins from the year 1949 until the present time.

The seventieth anniversary celebrated in 1955 also marked the tenth year of the post-war
reconstruction. A school history, well over 1, 000 printed pages, was published for the first time
and well received. Extra-curricular activities also flourished on all campuses in the spheres of
students’ self-government, cultural and athletic actions. Thus Tohoku Gakuin came to acquire
a nation-wide fame. The entire enrollment in the year 1955 rose to over 5,500 including the
evening schools both in college and highschool. The number of alumni was more than 14, 000 by
this time. Some thirty regional branches and more than a dozen occupational T. G. groups were
extremely active in the support of the alma mater both by way of generous contributions and
daily prayers. The alumni bulletin, which was forced to discontinue during the war years,
resumed publication as a tie between the school and its alumni“ae. Women students were
admitted for the first time when the war was over. The College has become co-educational. In
this way, Tohoku Gakuin was steadfastly finding its way toward further growth and develop-
ment.

VI. UNTO THE FARTHEST CORNERS OF THE WORLD

The period of industrious reconstruction was followed by the period of remarkable develop-
ment. In 1962, a new School of Engineering was founded in order to train a new generation of
technical engineers in a Christian context on an entirely new campus in the adjacent city of



Tagajo, some ten miles east of the old campus in Sendai. In 1964, the university was totally
re-organized into three departments, Art and Literature, Economics and Commerce, and Law.
About this time, graduate programs with excellent faculty were added to the undergraduate
departments, and since then have produced a large number of young and competent scholars and
researchers. Furthermore, a new high school was established in response to popular demand,
first in an old rented military barracks in an area called Tsutsujiga-oka, then later, at the
completely new site in the northern outskirts of Sendai. A kindergarten was also started in 1962
in Tagajo. Thus, Tohoku Gakuin has become the largest private educational institution north of
Tokyo.

The incomparable growth of this institution, especially in its undergraduate section, however,
was not without peculiar conflicts and difficulties. Tohoku Gakuin could not escape the world-
wide phenomenon of the so-called “student riots” in the late 1960’s and the early 1970’s. Only the
firm and unanimous determination of the administration with the co-operation of the faculty and
staff to maintain its Christian heritage over against the distinctly ideclogical upheaval could
successfully cope with the perilous situation. Nonetheless, Tohoku Gakuin has never failed to
try to respond to the radical and drastic questions raised by the newly-awaken student generation,
always endeavoring to renovate itself in various ways.

This latter period can be characterized by enormous efforts to improve and expand the
educational facilities, such as classrooms, faculty offices, chapels, gymnasiums, libraries, student
unions and dormitories. The completion of an athletic field, well over 45 acres in total, is
exceedingly symbolic of the development of the entire institution. Tens of thousand of highly
qualified graduates have been sent out “unto the farthest corners of the world,” as proclaimed in
the school anthem. In addition, over a dozen institutes and laboratories attached to the univer-
sity are immensely contributing to the promotion of culture and technology throughout the entire
nation.

Since 1973, a variety of projects have been carried out as an embodiment of increasingly
vigorous interest in international exchange suitable to this new era of global community. The
Summer Studies Program at Ursinus College in Pennsylvania is one of them. The participation
of American students in Tohoku Gakuin’s intensive Japanese Studies Program in Sendai since
1982 is another example. The two high schools also have been equally active in carrying out
their own overseas programs. The long and historic tie between Tohoku Gakuin and its sister
institutions in the U. S. are thus revitalized and strengthened. In addition, missionaries continue
to serve on the faculty, and since 1972 the school has paid a large share of their salaries. Within
the country, the annual sports contests between Tohoku Gakuin and Aoyama Gakuin University
in Tokyo and Hokkai Gakuen University in Sapporo have promoted intercollegiate fellowship for
the past thirty years.

In March, 1981, Tadao Oda passed away in his thirtieth year as the top ranking officer of
the school. It was he who had exercised indefatigable leadership throughout these years of
growth and development both as university president and chancellor of the entire institution, and
eventually as chairman of the Board of Trustees until his final year. He deserves to be remem-
bered along with Mr. Toshio Tsukiura, who was principal of the high school through he critical
years after the war and then chairman of the Board of Trustees after his retirement. These two
men were equally outstanding in their eminently Christian commitment as well as in their
vigorous initiative in preserving and freshly re-interpreting the founding spirit of the school.
Their achievements have been entrusted to their successors, Tetsuo Seino as President and
Chancellor, and Shozo Kodama as Chairman of the Board of Trustees. Under their joint lead-
ership, Tohoku Gakuin is envisioning its broad future in the impending twenty-first century.
The university is now planning to move half of its student body to a new campus, some ten miles
northwest of downtown Sendai, where the new high school and a spacious athletic field have
already been located. The entire institution continues to maintain a strong Christian program,
with daily chapel services and courses in Christianity required of all students. Our closing prayer
should, therefore, be that the very existence and future course of Tohoku Gakuin be for the
greater Glory of Him Who commanded us to bring His Good News to the end of the earth and
promised to be with His disciples, world without end.
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TO THE READERS

Shozo Kodama
Chairman of the Board of Trustees

As Chairman of the Board of Trustees of Tohoku Gakuin, I feel it to be a great honor
and high privilege to say a few words at the completion of this pictorial history of our
alma mater, Tohoku Gakuin, on the occasion of its centennial celebration. My sincere
hope is that this volume will help us understand the founding spirit of the school with
greater clarity and deeper sympathy and shed light on our search for a course into the
second century.

As described in this book, Tohoku Gakuin was originally founded in 1886. As might
be expected, the history of the school since then has been full of twists and turns in
correspondence to the total framework of Japan’s national destiny and its educational
vicicitudes. No words can properly express our feeling of gratitude for this centennial
celebration, so long and so carefully prepared for and so ardently anticipated by us all.

In the past one hundred years, Tohoku Gakuin has grown up to be a large educational
institution, with an enrollment of some fifteen thousand at university, junior and senior
highschool levels. Full-time faculty and staff now number nearly seven hundred in all.
More than eighty thousand alumni/ae are active in all spheres of society, both in Japan
and overseas. For all these remarkable developments, our prayer of thanksgiving is
entirely due to The One Who is the true Founder of the school and its continuous guiding
Light throughout the past.

We wanted to publish a full-volume school history. The editorial committee, with
Prof. Masatoshi Ogasawara as Chairman and Prof. Akira Demura as General Editor,
has been energetically collecting a substantial amount of source materials, both in Japan
and in the United States, toward the fulfillment of the assignment. It has become
obvious, however, that it will take still more time to go through all these primary sources
and publish a full-scale history, equal to that which was published at the time of the
seventieth anniversary. It was decided, therefore, to bring forth a pictorial history, with
the promise of a companion volume. I am exceedingly happy to find that it is so well
edited, with some six hundred photographs and other highly interesting materials.

You will notice that the past one hundred years are divided into six periods, each of
which is impressively traced and described, visually and concretely. I am convinced that
this volume will enable us to revisualize our past and envision our future. I would very
much like to invite the readers to join us in offering the most heart-felt thanks and praise
to our Gracious God and the Providence that has led the entire course of our historical
past since the foundation of the school.

I would also like to express my personal thankfulness to those who assited us so greatly
and effectively by donating and/or lending us a large number of priceless materials,
without which this book would have been much less vivid in its presentation. The
efficient and conscientious accomplishment of the editorial committee deserves our
speical commendation. By way of their continued efforts, we do look forward to the
publication of the history book in the near future.
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