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International Scientists Sabbaticals
International scientists came on yearly
sabbaticals to Wister. In 1906, Shinkishi
Hatai, Ph.D., (second from left) was the first
international scientist to join the Wister faculty
and later became known as the father of
Japanese biology.
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THE WISTER INSTITUTE
of Anatomy and Biology
FHILADELPHIA
May Fifteenth
1923
His Excellency the Japanese Ambassador,
Washington, D. C.
Dear Mr. Ambassador:

On July 1st, 1920 Dr. Shinkishi Hatai, Professor
of Neurology in the Wister Institute, Philadelphia,
resigned his professorship here to accept a
Professorship of Zoology at Tohoku Imperial
University, Sendai, Japan. He had been called to his
position to organize the new Biological Institute of
Tohoku Imperial University.

At that time Dr. Hatai was engaged in

neurological investigations for which long and

U BB 45 —% ] TN, Ref.B120821580000 LLF .
OB HEERS [F Lo

extensive preparations had been made and for
which investigations no other person is so well
prepared.

We, however, released Dr. Hatai with the
expectation that: (1) he would render temporary
assistance to the Japanese Department of
Education in establishing its new Biological School
at Sendai and (2) that he would then return to the
Wister Institute and resume the work here which
has been seriously delayed and which no other
person can carry to completion.

Furthermore, as we have from time to time
many Japanese research students working in our
laboratories, it is very desirable to have, indeed I
might say almost necessary to have, on our faculty
one or more Japanese members. Dr. Hatai has been
a member of the Wister Institute faculty for 15
years.

We reluctantly released him with these
expectations and now when we are in great need
of him to continue the work of his department we
learn he cannot be released from Tohoku Imperial
University.

Owing to the importance of the work, from
a scientific standpoint, which he began here
and to the very considerable time and money
which we have expanded in preparing for these
investigations, we feel it imperative that we secure
his release from Tohoku Imperial University if only
for a portion of each year.

I am, therefore, applying for your gracious
consideration with the hope that you may be
inclined to present our request to the Japanese
Department of Education that Dr. Hatai be granted
permission for a time to spend at least a portion
of each year at the Wister Institute in order to
continue very important investigations which
only he can direct. All expanses of travel and
maintenance while engaged in investigations at
the Wister Institute will, of course, be paid by the
Wister Institute.

I beg, also, to call your attention to the fact that
such a disposition of his time between the two
institutions will serve an international purpose in
bringing the Biological Institute of Tohoku Imperial

University into very intimate scientific relations
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with the Wister Institute with mutual advantages.
Trusting that you may see fit to present my
request, I beg to remain with expressions of my

great esteem

Yours very truly
(signed) M. J. Greenman

Director.
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September 19, 1923.

Mr. M. J. Greenman, Director,
The Wister Institute,
Philadelphia, Pa.

Dear Sir:

With reference to our letter of June 1 concerning
Dr. Hatai, I now have pleasure in informing you
that we are in receipt of a reply from the Japanese
Department of Education, in the following sense: -

Dr. Hatai is in charge of important duties
as Professor of the Biological School, (newly

established in the Tohoku Imperial University

of Japan), and for this reason cannot well be
spared from the University for a long duration.
However, in view of the request made by the
Wister Institute, the Department of Education will
grant Dr. Hatai a leave of absence of four months a
year in order to complete his investigations at the
Institute, on condition that all expenses of travel
and maintenance while engaged in investigations at
the Institute be paid by the Institute, and that the
number of days required for travel be included in
the four months aforesaid.

Hoping that this will be agreeable to you, I am

Very truly yours,
(Signed) T. Taketomi.

Secretary.
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THE WISTER INSTITUTE
OF ANATOMY AND BIOLOGY
FHILADELFHIA

September 20th, 1923.

Mr. T. Taketomi, Secretary,
Japanese Embassy,
Washington, D.C.
My dear Sir:

This is to acknowledge the receipt of your
letter of September 19th, 1923 informing me of the
permission granted by the Japanese Department
of Education for Dr. S. Hatai of Tohoku Imperial
University to spend four months a year at
the Wister Institute in order to complete his
investigations here ; and it is understood that all
expenses of travel and maintenance are to be paid
by the Wister Institute and that the time required
for travel is to be part of the four months of leave
of absence.

I wish to express for the Board of Managers of
the Wister Institute and for myself our appreciation
and gratitude for this consideration on the part of
the Japanese Department of Education.

With sincere expressions of sympathy for the
Japanese people in their recent calamity and
esteem for Ambassador Hanihara, I beg to remain.

Yours very truly,

(Signed) M. J. Greenman
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