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Report of the Training School, Sendai, Japan®

To the Board of Commissioners for Foreign
Missions of the Reformed Church in the United
States. Dear Fathers and Brethren: —Entering the
new building last September with a larger number
of teachers and students than we ever had before,
the Tohoku Gakuin had made a satisfactory record
during the past year. Great difficulties and grave
misunderstandings have been met, conquered
and forgotten. With hope in God to direct us in
the future, I respectfully submit to your body the
following report:

On the 18th of September, 1891, the Sendai
Theological Seminary building was finished.
The contractor, a Tokyo Christian, did his work

honestly according to agreement. The contract

8 Reformed Church Messenger (Aug. 4.1892) |2#8# (—
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was made in the sum of Yen Nine Thousand. This
amount has required $7,271.64 US. gold. To this
must be added a sum of § 144.61 for hard ware,
pulpit and traveling expenses, swelling the total
cost of the building to Seven Thousand Four
Hundred and Sixteen Dollars and Twenty five
Cents ($7,416.25 gold) . Treasurer of the Board
Lemberger has forwarded remittances in full,
and owing to favorable exchange I was able to
leave Sixty Dollars in the general treasury. In the

Rudolph F. Kelker Memorial Library there are:

Japanese Text Books, 664 volumes.
Japanese Reference Books, 674 7
English Text Books, 805 7
English Reference Books, 1,126 ”
Total Number vols. In Library, 3,269 7

Of the specified Memorial Fund we have a
balance of gold, $238.73 We are now preparing a
well selected list of books to be purchased with
this balance. With this new purchased the number
of volumes will reach 3,400. I give you the following

list:

class. Students. | Christians.
1st Preparatory, 37 8
2nd Preparatory, 26 8
Freshman College, 16 12
Sophomore  # 20 13
Junior 7 5 5
Senior 7 3 3
English Theological Department, 2 2
Vernacular 7 7 10 10
Total, 119 61

Of the vernacular Theological Department
students, two have left, one being licensed to
preach, and the other wishing to engage in
Orphan’s Home work.

As the Secretary of the Mission has furnished
the Secretary of the Board with a list of beneficiary
students, I do not deem it necessary to repeat it
here.

In connection with the Tohoku Gakuin, the
president, Rev. M. Oshikawa, has inaugurated
a movement which he proposes shall result in
an Industrial Home, where needy students may
become self-supporting, or nearly so. At present he

is allowed 30 yen per month from the beneficiary



fund. It is too early to say much in regard to
success or failure of this scheme. There are now
seventeen students in this Industrial Home. Some
sell milk; some hawk newspapers and pamphlets
in the streets of Sendai; some farm, and others
peddle coal oil from house to house; and in this
way an extra income is provided for. What the
result of this movement will be with respect to the
scholarship of these students, is a question that fills
my mind with misgiving. It may be worth a fair
trial, however.

[I think to record here a little warning. Do not
crowd the applications for beneficiary students
too rapidly upon us. You are open to grave
disappointments in this work. Of the original six
students with whom the present work was opened,
only two remain with us. One has gone to the
Universalists; One is - I don't know where; a third,
rushing into preaching helper, he was prepared for
it, met many difficulties, was not able to answer
objections to the Gospel, and is now an avowed
enemy of Christ; the fourth is Mr. Matsuda, with
whose history, I think, you are acquainted. Give
us time, please to exercise the utmost caution in
the selection of these students. Even at best, we
can only promise to do what we can. The future
success or failure of these beneficiaries is not
absolutely in our hands. The more I learn of our
work and of Japanese character, the more tired. I
feel in the Lord's service. ]’

There are no conversions among the non-
Christian students to be reported. But there has
been a marked improvement in the conduct of
most of these students. Some of them, in their
composition exercises, write good Christian
sentiment. Many are also attending church
services. We may hope that in the future a goodly
number of these young men will give their hearts
to the Lord. We make no efforts to make Christian

in a day. We believe in educational religion.

THIMAIZE LD H Y, [Av ey Vv —] ORFIZI
FIAHE N TRV, FFEICH IS I N TV 5D,

The students have established a flourishing
English and Japanese Literary Society. At their
first Anniversary Exercised a short time ago, the
marked Christian character of all the productions
gave us reason to believe that the name of Christ
has influence here. The attainments of these
students will compare favorably with those of any
other school of the same grade in Japan.

In the financial report of the Tohoku Gakuin,
you will notice that a gymnasium has been built
during the year. It is a cheap building of Japanese
style, and furnished with a few simple Japanese
conveniences for exercise. It hardly calls for further
notice.

I wish, however, to call your attention to the fact
that if our school continues its present number of
students and classes, we must have more recitation
rooms. We need also an apartment to serve as a
laboratory. A building to meet these wants can
be erected in fair Japanese style for about $500.
The mission will perhaps ask for an appropriation
from the balance in the general mission treasury.
We are still using the old rude benches in the
recitation room. Is there no one who would donate
us furniture?

The constitution of the Tohoku Gakuin is being
rewritten, and in it better arrangements will be
made for holding the property in trust for the
Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions
of the Reformed Church in the United States of
America for educational and religious purposes
only. Your faithful servent,

W. E. Hoy
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“Annual Report of the Tohoku Gakuin” (1893)"

To the Board of Commissioners for Foreign
Missions of the Reformed Church in the United
States.

Dear Fathers and Brethren: — In making this
report of the Tohoku Gakuin, I must, in the first
place, mention the zeal and fidelity of the president
and of all the professors and tutors. The Rev. M.
Oshikawa is the right man in the right place. His
influence over young men is second to none in
the Church in whose interests the Tohoku Gakuin
has been established. His unselfish devotion to
the welfare and advancement of our students has
made him a very useful man indeed. The students
love him and regard him as their “Father.” In the
enlargement and improvement of the school, during
the past year, he has done an important part. The
professors, too, are thoroughly interested in the
Tohoku Gakuin. They are faithful in teaching and
liberal in their contributions to the Industrial Home
and to the Endowment Fund, contributing one
tenth of their salaries to the latter cause alone. It
Is a matter of joy and gratitude to be permitted to
labor with such men.

In order to provide the requisite number of
recitation rooms, the former gymnasium was
remodeled and enlarged last fall; and to retain
the facilities of a gymnasium, a large frame with
a good roof over it was erected. The four sides
of this unique building are the four quarters of
the heavens, save a small enclosure to serve as a
dressing room.

Last summer a good selection of books was
made. This increase in the Hon. R. F. Kelker
Memorial Library consists, in the first place, of
one hundred and sixteen English volumes; among

these may be mentioned the best edition of the
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Century Dictionary, a Standard Atlas of the World
and a valuable set of Perry's Japan Expedition. A
Christian farmer, a member of one of the churches
near Sendai, donated a large Chinese- Japan
Dictionary in some sixty volumes. A number of
other contributed books, both English and Japanese,
must be gratefully included in the additions to
the Library. The Text-Book Library has also been
enlarged. A large number of students who are
too poor to buy their books can thus be furnished
with the necessary books at a certain rate for rent.
Many text-books have been sold, either for cash or
at a fixed rate of monthly payment. We hope in the
near future to have all, or nearly all, the students
make arrangements to buy their books.

For the practical study of some of the natural
sciences a good outfit has been purchased during
the year. An enthusiastic professor makes good use
of this, and the students are making progress in
these branches.

We have now a thoroughly organized institution
of Christian learning. The Preparatory Department
has a carefully prepared course of study covering
three years. The Collegiate Department resembles
the ordinary American college in its several
appointments. Much satisfactory work has been
done here during the year. The Theological
Seminary, having its course of study arranged
after the manner of good Seminaries at home, aims
to prepare the candidates for the ministry in a
thorough way.

Since our last annual report the faculty of the
Tohoku Gakuin has been strengthened by the
addition of three new professors, one American and
two Japanese, and of one new tutor. A new Kanji
(business manager, etc.) has been secured. Owing
to the peculiar manners and customs of Japan,
this officer is a necessity in all well- organized
schools in this land. Our new Kanji is one of the
best Christian ministers in Japan. He was formerly
associated with Dr. Moore in his Yamagata work.
We have in our Faculty thirteen Japanese and
three Americans, sixteen in all. Among these
Japanese are men who are recognized in all the
Christian churches in Japan as men of culture,

ability and influence. In fact, nearly all the best



Christian talent of Japan is centralized in the
institutions of Christian learning; and the Church
with which we co-operate is no exception to the
rule. This goes to show how a living experience on
the field endorses Christian education.

I shall now give formal statistics:—

whole No. | Chrsitians | Seekers | Unbelievers

1st.Preparatory 31 8 6 17
2nd. Preparatory 30 7 7 16
3rd.Preparatory 20 8 9 3
Freshman B. 22 10 8 4
Freshman A. 21 13 5 3
Sophomore 15 11 3 1
Junior 14 13 1
Senior 4 4
Theol. Seminary 22 22

179 96 39 44

The students have been most faithful, and they
are respectful in their attitude toward us all. The
religious spirit of the Tohoku Gakuin is improving.
Twelve young men were baptized during the
year. The statistics show thirty-nine under special
spiritual instruction. The students hold services of
their own in addition to the regular instruction and
services. There are fifty-two young men studying
for the Gospel ministry, and there are more to
follow.

It is with pleasure that I note the promising
work of President Oshikawa's Indusrial Home. His
plans and purposes having been but recently fully
explained in the Church papers by the Secretary
of the Mission, I need only add that I can heartily
recommend this noble enterprise to the prayers
and confidence of God's people. Let me offer
statistics:

Number of students in the Home, 45; number
of Christians, 34; number of seekers, 11. Of
pronounced unbelievers there are none.

The work of the students in the industrial Home
runs as follows: - Colporteur, 1; money collectors,
2; newsboys, 15; milk-men, 8; magazine sellers, 2;
teacher of the Japanese language, 1; rice sellers, 2
: beef sellers, 7; shoyu ( a Japanese sauce) sellers,
2 ; church janitor, 1. May the Lord bless these
young men in their efforts to help themselves.
This kind of toil will tend to make them more

industrious and self-reliant.

With the prayer and hope that some generous
soul may make a special offering for the Industrial
Home, I will add that Rev. Oshikawa has a debt of
nearly fifty dollars gold, resting on the Home. This
1s owing largely to the original “outfit.” It certainly
would be a great encouragement, were some one
to make an offring of this kind.

The students of the Tohoku Gakuin maintain a
vigorous literary society, and they are preparing
to publish a bi-monthly magazine on Christian
principles. This will add very much to the growing
influence of the Tohoku Gakuin.

So much has been said during the past years,
in letters for the home church papers, about the
Christian influence of the Tohoku Gakuin, that very
little remains to be said here. That the name of
God is being glorified; that souls are being trained
in the higher life; that intellects are widening
in the wisdom of all sciences made to center in
Christ Jesus; that good talent is being furnished
unto the noble work of the Christian ministry:
that young men of worthy parts are strengthened
for the various walks of life; that Japan is being
enriched and ennobled; that the Kingdom of God
is having its prophets and its seers prepared
for the noblest work on this beautiful earth; this
inspiring earth;- these things, all these things, and
thou and more, I claim in the name of our Lord
Jesus Christ as recognized work and the enthused
life of the Tohoku Gakuin. Looking to the whole
man to be developed God-ward, praying that all
departments of human learning may be sacredly
used for the upbuilding of the new Jerusalem in
Japan, trusting in the allgracious Father who has
so signally blessed us in the past, the Tohoku
Gakuin has no uncertain work to do; and she
makes no uncertain sound, when she turns, like an
inspired and unsullied virgin, to the defined life and
love of the future, hoping only for the fulfillment
of the heavenly aspirations God has implanted in
her mobile breast. With her doors swung open for
the admission of the enthusiastic boys and young
men of the Church of Christ in Japan, the sounds
that issue from her consecrated halls also bring
influences to bear upon boys and young men not

yet in Christ; so that these come hungry, get filled,
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and leave rejoicing in both new knowledge of the
things and mysteries of this earth and wisdom
in the things that pertain unto the spiritual life
that now is. Let the God-given and God-prospered
work continue in its normal progress, and we shall
fear no future, however dark and unpromising, in
financial matters. The first year of this institution,
the work was done in a miserable hut without
stove. We are no afraid of poverty. If young men
continue to come to us, we shall surely take
them in. That our present buildings are full to
overflowing is no reason whatever to make us halt
here. Mind and spirit are too precious to be denied
life and growth for want of a few cheap buildings
and a few acres of additional ground. God has met
and will continue to meet all legitimate wants. A
benefactor in the hour of sorest need will be raised
up unto the Tohoku Gakuin.

In the burning hope of youth; with renewed
consecration and determination to obey the voice
of God in the uplifting of man in Japan; the Tohoku
Gakuin, the youngest daughter of the Reformed
Church, has life to live and give. Here is no mean
portion. Her strength is in the past, the present and
the future.

Faithfully submitted in service,

W.E. Hoy, President of Board of Direction.
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Report of the Tohoku Gakuin.

To the Board of Commissioners for Foreign
Mission of the Reformed Church in U.S.: — Let me

start with statistics.

whole No. | Chrsitians | Seekers | Unbelievers

1st.Preparatory 37 16 14 7
2nd. Preparatory 23 12 9 2
3rd.Preparatory 19 12 5 2
Freshman 12 7 2 3
Sophomore B., 12 7 4 1
Sophomore A., 9 5 4
Junior, 7 6 1
Senior, 12 11 1
Theol. Seminary 29 29

160 105 39 16

The whole number last year was given at the
figure of 179, but that included those who had left
during the year. The number 160 above means
the present number. The attendance therefore, is
about the same as last year, with an increase of
Christians and 11 baptisms. Five students graduate
from Theological Department in a few weeks.

The Industrial Home has increased to 65.
The work of the Home is divided as follows; —
Milkmen, 8 ; News-boys, 30; Miso sellers, 2 ; church
janitors, 2 ; School janitors, 3 ; Magazine sellers, 2 ;
Dealers in notions, 2 ; Stationers, 2 ; Washermen,
2 ; Teachers of the Japanese language, 2 ; Beef
sellers, 1 ; Merchants, 7 ; Money collectors, 2.
These young men earn one-third of the amount
needed to maintain the Home. The rest is made
up by contributions from the school funds and
from Japanese friends. Rev. Oshikawa has a debt
of more than a hundred dollars, gold, resting on
his industrial institution. He is struggling hard to

remove it.

During the year the library has been increased
by more than a hundred valuable books. Scientific
instruments have also been purchased when
needed.

[Along the present lines of work, I would point
out the need of a separate place for the (local?)
classes. We are overcrowded, some of the rooms
in the Rev. John Ault Memorial Dormitory being
used for recitation purposes. If we had five or six
thousand dollars gold, we could buy a suitable lot,
near our present buildings, and erect (these on?)
the necessary buildings. Our present grounds are
too small for these purposes. I should like to have
the Mission and the Board assist me in raising
about six thousand dollars gold for the above
mentioned purposes. Mrs. Hoy and I have work
under way which is (sure?) to realize us at least
two thousand dollars. This will be a fair beginning.
Can we not all unite on this effort to give the
Tohoku Gakuin full accommodations? It could soon
be done. Who will help?]*

Believing that there is a mission for the Tohoku
Gakuin on her own principles, and distinctively in
the name of Christ and for His Church,

ITam, Your sincerely,

W.E. Hoy,

President of the Board of Directors of the
Tohoku Gakuin.

Sendai, Japan, June 6, 1894.
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(The Outlook of Missions, June 1909)
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B Fifty Years of Foreign Missions of the Reformed Church
in the United States 1877-1927, 1927
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“Surviving are his widow and a daughter. Dr. Herbert H.
Casselman, retired, of Tiffin, Ohio, is a brother.”
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A common practice among missionaries
everywhere was to recruit able and willing
students to assist them in conducting their personal
affairs: write letters and address them in the native
language; run errands, especially those requiring a
specialized knowledge of the language; and serve
as ongoing tutors in both the spoken and written
language. Although full-time secretarial assistants
were employed by a few, I liked to use the part-
time help of deserving students with above
average ability. Even though this meant breaking
in a new young man every year or two, the slight
inconvenience was more than offset by the pleasure
of watching him develop his English skills, his self-
confidence, and his abilities in many other areas.
Besides, most students needed and appreciated the

financial help.
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Most of my student helpers later went on to
successful, if not brilliant, careers. Two became
English teachers in public high schools; one
became an author; another a secretary in the

Tokyo YMCA ; and one became a professor at the

International Christian University in Tokyo. But

there was one who really stood out.

When Gidan Suzuki came to me, he already

had a reputation as an outstanding debater, even

in his high school® days. His remarkable verbal
intelligence soon became clear to me. His command

of English improved so rapidly that, eventually,

he spoke with no trace of an accent—a feat

accomplished by very few native-born Japanese.
This, combined with a voice and diction that has
since reminded me of Gregory Peck’s, augured well

for the future of this young man.
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In short order, Suzuki taught himself the use of
a typewriter, which he employed in copying my
weekly submissions for a correspondence course
in the New Testament that I was taking with the
University of Chicago. In the process, he learned a
smattering of Greek, and how to write by hand the
Greek words. He actually did a neater job than I
had been doing before he took over.

After graduating from our North Japan College
(Tohoku Gakuin), Suzuki entered law school at
the prestigious Tokyo Imperial University, and
later became a highly successful and able attorney
in the capital city. During the 1930s, I often ran
across his name in the newspapers as the defense
attorney for an American or British citizen being
accused of espionage. The Japanese government
was becoming ever more suspicious of foreign
spying, but at the same time that arrests increased,
the courts did their best to avoid any charge that
the accused did not have proper counsel. Suzuki's
good reputation and ability undoubtedly served to
assure his court appointments as defense counsel.
Whether or not he gained acquittal or reduced
sentences for his troubled clients, Suzuki's English
fluency must have provided at least some comfort

for them during the trial.

After World War II, I wrote Suzuki inquiring
about his welfare. His reply, dated November 5,
1951, follows:
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Dear Dr. Zaugg:

Ten years have elapsed since the unfortunate
war parted us from each other, and you can
imagine how glad I was to hear from you. I owe
it, I believe, entirely to your guidance and the
mercy of God that I, who had been an idle helper
to you 30 years ago, grew to be a professor in a
university and the Minister of Justice, and now
am taking the post of the president of the board of
directors of the Tohoku Gakuin, my alma mater. I
am now making every effort to discharge this new
important task and to make the Gakuin grow well.

Japan suffered from a great disaster owing to
the reckless war and it will take, I believe, at least
a quarter century’s effort to restore it so that she
will rank with the civilized nations of the world
as one of their brothers. Will you please pray for
our nation as we are prepared, glad to say, never
to lose our courage and faith, as you said in your
letter.

Due to the help of our brothers and sisters
in the United States and of the alumni in Japan,
North Japan College has been so much enlarged
that it now has about 3,000 students in the college,
high school and junior high departments, and in
addition we expect in the near future to build a fine
memorial library in memory of Dr. Schneder, our
former principal.

I am very happy to hear that you and your
family, including your seven grandchildren, are
all in good health. I am now carrying on three
jobs, that of a lawyer, that of a professor in a
university, and that of a member of the House
of Representatives. I am very busy, as you can
imagine, but Mrs. Suzuki (a graduate of Aoyama
Girls" School) and I are also in excellent health.
We have two daughters and four grandsons, all
residing in my house and the latter attending

primary school.
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Praying for Heaven's abundant blessing upon you

and your family, I am.

Yours Faithfully,
Gidan Suzuki

Remembering Suzuki's superior abilities as a
student, I could not be surprised to learn of his
brilliantly successful legal and political career. I
was gratified by the realization that I had even
a small part in helping this worthy student get a
good start in life. Although I believe that many —
perhaps most—teachers are underpaid, part of this
deficiency can be offset by the reward that comes
from seeing the minds and hearts of their students
broaden and grow. Surely the teacher who receives

some compensation in this form is fortunate indeed.
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