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Guide to Tohoku Gakuin's National Important Cultural Property
and Registered Tangible Cultural Properties (Architecture)
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Tohoku Gakuin was originally founded as Sendai Theological Seminary (Sendai Shin
Gakko) in 1886 with the goal of training evangelical Christians. This tradition lives
on in the form of a comprehensive educational institution which offers programs at
the kindergarten, high school (junior and senior) and university (undergraduate and
graduate) levels.

On the Tsuchitoi Campus of Tohoku Gakuin University, five historic buildings stand in
testament to the history of Tohoku Gakuin and the educational roots of Sendai. In 2013,
the DeForest family home was designated a Registered Tangible Cultural Property.
This was followed, in 2014, by the registering of the Main Building of Tohoku Gakuin,
the Rahauser Memorial Chapel, and the Tohoku Gakuin University Graduate School
Building. In 2016, the DeForest family home was designated a nationally Important
Cultural Property, and furthermore, in 2021, Tohoku Gakuin University Main Gate was
added to the list of Registered Tangible Cultural Properties. It is our hope that these
historic buildings will inspire a deeper appreciation of the founding spirit of Tohoku
Gakuin and it’s over one hundred and thirty years of history and tradition.
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DeForest Family Home
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Built in 1887, the DeForest family home was designed by a local engineer and constructed by local
carpenters as the residence for American Board missionary John Kinne Hoyde DeForest. With
the cooperation of Jo Niijima, the founder of Doshisha University in Kyoto, Reverend DeForest
founded the English school Toka Gakko in Sendai. After he died, the building was used as a home
by subsequent missionaries and in 1940 became the property of Tohoku Gakuin. This two-story
American Colonial-style wooden structure stands as a testament to the history of Christianity in
modern Japan.

Tohoku Gakuin

—

University Main Building

Built in 1926, the Tohoku Gakuin University
Main Building was designed by American
architect Jay Herbert Morgan. It is a three-
story, ferroconcrete building in the Collegiate
Gothic architectural style. The exterior is in
Akiu tuff stone (found in Sendai’s Akiu area).
The construction cost was over ¥230,000, a
large amount of money at the time. About
¥50,000 of this total came from donations from
political and business circles in Japan.

Rahauser Memorial Chapel

Completed in 1932, the Rahauser Memorial Chapel was named after an American, Ms.
Ella A. Rahauser, to commemorate her generous donation of $50,000.

As with the Main Building, the chapel was designed by Jay Herbert Morgan in the
Collegiate Gothic architectural style. The chapel is made of ferroconcrete with a basement
floor and two stories above ground. The original stained glass, imported from the England
when the chapel was built, depicts the Ascension of Jesus.

The Graduate School Building (previously called
Schneder Memorial Library) was completed in 1953
as envisioned by the Master Plan of David Bowman
Schneder (1857-1938), Tohoku Gakuin’s second
headmaster. It was built as a five-story ferroconcrete
building (later expanded to six stories). Originally,
a reading room with a two-level atrium spanned
the expanse between the first and third floors. The
building also included book storage areas on all five
of its original floors and housed office space for ten
faculty members. It was one of only a few modern
libraries built in Post-World War II Japan.

Tohoku Gakuin University Main Gate

The Main Gate was completed in 1926, at the
same time as Main Building. The architect was
Jay Herbert Morgan, who designed the Main
Building and Chapel, and the framework of
gates is reinforced concrete with a masonry-
like finish. Exquisite details, such as the tooth-
shaped decoration (called “Dentils” ) above
the gates and the school emblem with TG
overlaid on the cross are highlights of this
gate. The iron doors with ironwork have been
replaced several times since its construction.
The current iron doors were rebuilt in 1985
with reference to the original ironwork.
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