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Loving Enemies (Luke 6 : 27~306)

X¥® FEv F. N v—F—

One of Jesus' most distinctive teachings was his command to love our enemies. A
Christian truly follows Christ when he or she shows love to a person that doesn't like
him or her. Have you ever tried to do something good for a person you don't like?
At first, it is very difficult. You may feel embarrassed. You may feel that other people
think you are foolish to do something good for someone who does bad things to you.
Nevertheless, Jesus said that if want to be his disciples, this is what we must do.
Jesus, of course, understood human nature very well, and he certainly knew that loving
enemies would not be easy in the beginning.

Well, then, what was this strange ethic of love about which Jesus spoke? It doesn't
sound like the kind of love we have for a good friend, or a family member. Those kinds
of love seem to occur naturally; they just happen. Loving enemies, however, 1s different.
To love an enemy is to love someone about whom we do not have a good impression
or even a good feeling! This kind of love takes work, sacrifice, and courage. It means
to do good things for our enemies, even if it involves sacrifice on our part. To give us

an example of something specific we can do, Jesus said that when our enemies need
something, we should lend it to them without expecting anything in return! Loving
enemies was undoubtedly just as strange an ethic for Jesus' era as it is for ours.

The results of loving an enemy are not always predictable. Believe it or not, doing
good and loving acts for enemies can sometimes cause them to become even angrier
with us than they were before. However, doing a good and loving act for an enemy
can also change that person's life. It might even turn out to be the beginning of an
enduring friendship. If there are people in your own life who do not seem to like you,
try doing something good for them. You might wind up with more friends than you
ever thought possible. Furthermore, by creating friendships through acts of love toward
enemies, you will be bringing a little more peace to a world that 1s all too often obsessed
not with loving enemies, but with fighting them. Indeed, it takes a great deal more

courage to love an enemy than i1t does to fight against him.
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