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Becoming a Foreigner-The Joys and the Sorrows

X¥®M FEv F. N v—F—

I have often talked with students who have gone to another country as exchange students.
Most eventually return to their home country as changed men and women. What changed
them? Was it the facts they learned about the other country's history and culture? Was
it the sight of famous landmarks and relics? As good and interesting as these things are,
I do not think they are the reason why the students changed. I believe that what changed
them was their experience of adjusting to living in a new land and with the people of
that land. Such an experience can be humbling, frustrating, and even frightening. For
most students, however, the experience was exhilarating and stimulating, and one they
want to relive over and over again.

The Old Testament prophet Daniel spent most of his life as a foreigner in Babylon.
Unlike exchange students, however, Daniel was forced to live and work in Babylon when
he was captured by the Babylonians and taken to their king's palace. In the first few
chapters of the book of Daniel, we learn about Daniel's experience as a foreigner in Babylon.
His first few years as a young man In a strange country must have been difficult.
Nevertheless, Daniel learned much in his new environment. He took advantage of the good
education he received in the king's palace. He quickly learned the arts of negotiating with
other people to accomplish his own purposes. For example, though he accepted the new
Babylonian name he was given, he also negotiated an agreement with the palace master
whereby Daniel and his Hebrew friends would be allowed to follow the dietary rules of
their Hebrew faith rather than eat the king's food. These were valuablelessons in diplomacy
that helped Daniel later to become a very influential person in Babylonian politics, in
spite of the fact that he himself was not Babylonian.

Daniel also learned to get along well with the people of his new country. Even though
he had been brought to their country against his will, he showed that he was concerned
about the welfare of the Babylonian people. On one occasion, King Nebuchadnezzar
commanded his wise men to tell him the content of one of his dreams and to interpret
that dream. When the wise men were, understandably, unable to fulfill that impossible
command, the king was furious and ordered that they be executed. Daniel, however,
spoke with the king's chief executioner, expressing Daniel's concern for the lives of the
men the king wanted executed. Daniel encouraged the executioner to wait while Daniel
spoke with the king and, with God's help, told the king about his dream. Though
Daniel strongly opposed the religion and practices of the king's wise men, he was
nevertheless deeply concerned about their right to live and the injustice of the proposed
execution. Through this humble act of religious tolerance and human concern, Daniel
was able to save the lives of these men. What a great testimony this was to the loving
and merciful nature of the God Daniel worshiped.

Daniel was a foreigner whose life flourished in his new land. He most certainly became
a good student of the Babylonian culture and language. More importantly, however,
he also learned to respect the people of his new country and to treat them with love.
There is no better way to live productively in a foreign country.
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