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Revenge and Forgiveness

X¥® FEy F. N v—F—

Have you ever been so angry at someone that all you could think about was
getting even with that person? In English, to ger even with someone is to take
revenge against that person. You ger even with someone when you hurt that
person as much as that person hurt you. This is revenge (or vengeance), and it
is one of the most powerful and damaging emotions we experience. The desire
for revenge can consume us. Revengeful thoughts are a spiritual disease that
destroys personal relationships. They are also a common cause of the world's
wars. If you have ever wanted to ger even with someone who has hurt you, that
experience has probably also taught you just how destructive those feelings can
be in your own life.

The Bible tells us many stories about revengeful feelings and acts, and the
stories often do not have happy endings. There is one Old Testament story,
however, about a man who discovered the cure for this terrible, spiritual disease
called "revenge." The man's name was Joseph, and we read about him in the
book of Genesis. Joseph's father was Jacob, and Jacob had two wives. Jacob,
however, favored wife Rachel over wife Leah. He also appears to have favored
his children by Rachel over his children by Leah. This favoritism caused much
1l will and jealousy within the family. Indeed, at one point the sons of Leah
plotted to kill Joseph, a son of Rachel. Though they did not follow through
on their fratricidal plan, they chose instead to sell Joseph as a slave. This
terrible crime against their brother was, at least in part, an act of revenge. The
sons of Leah sought to ger even with Joseph because of the favoritism their
father had shown toward Joseph, a son of Jacob's favorite wife, Rachel.

Though Joseph began his life in Egypt as a slave, his many abilities eventually
enabled him to become a powerful administrator in Egypt, even though he was
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a Hebrew and not an Egyptian! During one extremely severe famine, Joseph was
put in charge of selling food to Egyptians and others who had been impoverished
by the famine. There is a fascinating dramatic twist in the story, however, when
Joseph discovers that among those coming to Egypt to buy food are his older
brothers from Canaan. It was the first time Joseph had seen them since they had
sold him into slavery. What should he do upon meeting his brothers? Should he
take revenge on them and refuse to give them food? Should he imprison them for
their cruel acts against him earlier?

If Joseph had wanted to "get even" with his brothers, he had the perfect
opportunity. However, Joseph chose not to do this. Indeed, by his response to
this opportunity, Joseph demonstrated how we too can deal with feelings of
revenge, feelings that can destroy our lives. Joseph's solution was not to seek
revenge, but rather to forgive his brothers for their sin against him. By the end
of this exciting, human interest drama, Joseph has made 1t possible for his
father's whole family to come and live prosperously in Egypt.

Joseph's forgiveness changed the family of Jacob. Previously plagued by deception
and revenge, the family was now ruled by love. The next time you are tempted
to get even with someone who has hurt you, think about Joseph, and think about
the power of forgiveness. Forgiving others can change your life, and it can change

the lives of those around you, too.
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