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The Power of Friendship

X¥®H FEy F. N v—F—

Do you have friends? Yes, you probably do. Indeed, most of the people reading
this probably have many friends. Some of you, however, may have only a few
close friends. Indeed, many of us know many people, but still have only a few
close friends. There are many people, however, who do not have even one close
friend. Have you ever wondered what that would be like? Have you ever wondered
what 1t would be like everyday to walk to school alone, because no one wanted
to walk to school with you, because no one wanted to be your friend? Have you
wondered what it would be like to sit alone every day at lunch, because nobody
else wanted to eat with you? Have you ever wondered what 1t would be like never
to have anyone call you on the phone just for a friendly chat?

One of my favorite Bible stories is about Jesus' encounter with a man named
Zacchaeus, a Jewish man who lived in ancient Jericho (Luke 19: 1-10). Zacchaeus
had few, if any, friends, and there was one very good reason for this. Zacchaeus
was a tax collector. He was hired by the Roman government to collect taxes from
his own people, the Jews, who had lost their country and now lived under the
domination of the Romans.

It was bad enough that Zacchaeus collected money from his fellow Jews and
gave it to the Romans. But tax collectors at this time made additional money
by collecting more money than the people owed in taxes and keeping the extra
money for themselves. By doing this, Zacchaeus had become a rich man. You can
see why most people did not want to be his friend!

One day, Jesus came to Jericho, and Zacchaeus wanted very much to see him.
However, because a large crowd of people was following Jesus, Zacchaeus, a short
man, was unable to see him. So Zacchaeus climbed a sycamore tree and waited
for Jesus to walk by on the road below. Zacchaeus was very surprised when Jesus
saw him up in the tree. But he was even more surprised when Jesus said he
would come and visit Zacchaeus at his house that very day.

The Bible tells us that many people who saw this happen were angry that Jesus
would befriend a person like Zacchaeus. But Jesus looked at Zacchaeus and he
saw a person who needed a friend. Jesus became that friend, and Zacchaeus' life

was changed forever. Because of his new friendship with Jesus, Zacchaeus promised



oooobooood 5102 5 (8)
FULLEEE TR e
to give half of his belongings to the poor, and to return to those he had cheated,
four times what he had taken from them. As Jesus said, salvation had come to

Zacchaeus. And it all happened because Jesus made a friend.
FEach of us probably knows someone who seems not to have many or even any
friends. This week, make a friend of that person. You might well change his or

her life, and he or she might well change yours!
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