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* In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.x
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1. Jesus loves me! This I know,
For the Bible tells me so;
Little ones to him belong;
They are weak, but He is strong.

Yes, Jesus loves me, Yes, Jesus loves me..

Yes, Jesus loves me; The Bible tells me so.

2. Jesus loves me! Loves me still.
Though I'm very weak and ill;
That 1 might from sin be free.
Bled and died up on the tree.

Yes, Jesus loves me, Yes, Jesus loves me..

Yes, Jesus loves me; The Bible tells me so.
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because of the love Ruth showed to Naomi by not leaving her.
Ruth did not know what would happen to them in the future. She
probably doubted she herself would be able to find a husband in a
strange, new land. Nevertheless, she chose sacrificially to care for
the older and needier Naomi.

God blessed Ruth for the love she showed Naomi. Not only
did Ruth find a husband in Judah, the family of Ruth and Boaz
would eventually become the ancestors of Israel's greatest king, King
David, and, much later, the ancestors of Jesus Christ. Ruth's love
not only resulted in a second husband and a son ; her love changed
the course of history in a mighty way. Of such is the power of

love in God's world. May this love empower even you, today.



secure life would be to return to Moab where she might possibly
find a second husband. She is still young and, evidently, quite pretty
and charming. Her chances at finding another husband in Moab are
probably fairly good. However, she gives up this possibility to
remain with the older Naomi and to care for her. It is truly an act
of love on Ruth's part, and Naomi is very much aware of the great
sacrifice that Ruth is making to stay with her. Indeed, the practical
Naomi responds to Ruth's love by trying to find a husband for Ruth
among the men in her hometown of Bethlehem in Judah.

In Judah at this time, poor women often went to the grain fields
to pick up bits of grain that remained on the ground after the
harvest. This was called "gleaning." Gleaning was hard work, but it
was often the only way poor people could get enough to eat. Since
Ruth is poor, she also goes to the fields to glean, hoping to get
enough to feed both herself and Naomi. It so happens that the field
she goes to is owned by a relative of Naomi, a man named Boaz.
Boaz has heard about Ruth and her great kindness toward Naomi.
He is impressed with Ruth and makes certain that things go well
with her there in his field. He gives Ruth extra grain for herself
and Naomi and makes certain that Ruth is not molested by any of
the men in the field. Boaz's kindness to both Ruth and Naomi is
rewarded when he is finally able to take Ruth as his wife and to
have a child by her.

For Ruth and Naomi, Ruth's marriage to Boaz was a "dream

come true." The fulfillment of that dream, however, was only possible



Moabite girls (Ruth and Orpah). However their happiness is short-
lived because Mahlon and Chilion also die. Naomi and her two
daughters-in-law are now all widows. In the ancient world, life was
difficult and dangerous for widows. Indeed, widows in the ancient
world had few options for earning a living. Since they had no family
to take care of them, they basically had two options in life —they
could beg for money, or they could become prostitutes.

It must have been very difficult for each of the women
emotionally when she lost her husband. However, with all three
husbands gone, their troubles went far beyond their emotional
traumas. With all their husbands gone, the three women had no
source of support. They were destitute.

As we read the biblical account, we learn that Naomi cares
deeply for Ruth and Orpah. She does not want to part from them.
However, she also wants what would be best for them, and so she
advises them to return to their families in Moab. She herself plans
to move back to her own country (Judah). Initially, both girls resist
Naomi's pleas. Orpah, however, finally sees the practical wisdom of
Naomi's advice and returns to her family in Moab. In the beautiful
speech that we read earlier, however, Ruth tells Naomi that she will
not leave her. She will accompany her mother-in-law to Judah, and
she will live with her there. Naomi's people will become Ruth's
people. Ruth will live there with Naomi, and she will die there with
Naomi.

Practically speaking, at this point Ruth's best chance for a



ENGLISH CHAPEL SERVICE

F 1) 2 b EHFHE David N, Murchie (v —F—, T+ Ev F)

SCRIPTURE READING : Ruth 1 15~18, 22

And [Naomi] said, "See, your sister-in-law has gone back to
her people and to her gods; return after your sister-in-law." But Ruth
said, "Entreat me not to leave you or to return from following you,
for where you go I will go, and where you lodge I will lodge;
your people shall be my people, and your God my God; where you
die T will die, and there will 1 be buried. May the LORD do so
to me and more also if even death parts me from you." And when
Naomi saw that she was determined to go with her, she said no
more.

So Naomi returned, and Ruth the Moabitess her daughter-in-law
with her, who returned from the country of Moab. And they came

to Bethlehem at the beginning of barley harvest.

SERMON : “Love's Power to Change History”

The Old Testament book of Ruth is one of the great romantic
short stories of ancient literature. The story is about a family that
moves to a foreign country (Moab) because of a famine in their
own country (Judah). Their hardships do not end in the new country,
however, for the father (Elimelech) soon dies, leaving his wife
(Naomi) and two sons (Mahlon and Chilion) to fend for themselves.

There is cause for happiness when Mahlon and Chilion marry two
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