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with the famous gospel music writer, Fanny Crosby.

Today, this simple but deeply meaningful hymn is printed in
numerous hymn collections. It has been translated into many languages,
including Arabic, Chinese, and Japanese (B{35ik 21 483 7). Christians
around the world are still singing this beautiful hymn.

I should like to close with another poem about God's love that
expresses some of the same spirit Elizabeth Prentiss exhibited in her

hymn. This poem is by Christopher Wordsworth.

"Gracious Spirit, Holy Ghost,
Taught by Thee, we covet most,
Of Thy gifts at Pentecost,

Holy, heavenly love.

"Love is kind, and suffers long,
Love is meek, and thinks no wrong,
Love than death itself more strong;

Therefore give us love.

"Faith and hope and love we see,
Joining hand in hand, agree;

But the greatest of the three,
And the best, is love."



Would fill this empty room;

That my rich heart would gather flowers
From childhood's opening bloom:

One child and two green graves are mine,
This is God's gift to me;

A bleeding, fainting, broken heart,
This is my gift to Thee.

During this difficult period, Elizabeth's thoughts turned to the
biblical story of Jacob. At a time of great sorrow and need, Jacob
met God in a special way. Elizabeth prayed that she too might have
a similar experience during her time of grief. She expressed her
thoughts in the words of today's hymn, "More Love to Thee."
Interestingly enough, she wrote all four verses in one evening. For
some reason, however, she did not think the lyrics she wrote were
very good, and for several years she did not show them to anyone.
Even her husband did not see the words for 13 years. Nevertheless,
the hymn eventually became very popular. It was first printed in
1869 as a leaflet. Later it appeared in a hymnal entitled Songs of
Devotion, which was edited by William H. Doane.

Doane also composed the music that goes with Elizabeth Prentiss'
lyrics. Doane was actually a very successful businessman and philan-
thropist, but he wrote gospel songs as an avocation. During his life

he wrote more than 2000 songs. On several songs, he collaborated



her eye. She had a strong spirit. Elizabeth did not, however, have
a strong body. She was frail and usually in pain. She often found
it difficult to leave her home. Nevertheless, her condition only
seemed to make her love for God stronger. She once wrote the
following: "To love Christ more is the deepest need, the constant
cry of my soul . . . out in the woods, and on my bed, and out
driving, when I am happy and busy, and when I am sad and idle,
the whisper keeps going up for more love, more love, more love!"

Elizabeth was a gifted writer. At the age of 16, her writing
was published in a magazine for young people. After a period
teaching school in Massachusetts and Virginia, she married a minister,
George L. Prentiss. Her husband later became a seminary professor
in New York. Elizabeth continued her life as a writer and produced

a book entitled Stepping Heavenward, which sold over 200,000

copies in the United States.

Elizabeth Prentiss wrote "More Love to Thee" during a difficult
period in her life. While she and her husband were working together
at a church, they lost a child. Later, their youngest child also died.
Elizabeth was devastated. Seeking solace through literary expression,
she wrote the following poem. Even in this honest expression of
her overwhelming grief and sadness, her faith and confidence in
God's grace and sustenance comes through clearly. Please listen as

I read her touching words.

I thought that prattling boys and girls



ENGLISH CHAPEL SERVICE

F 1) 2 b EHFHE David N, Murchie (v —F—, T+ Ev F)

SCRIPTURE READING : 1 John 4 : 15~21
(FINADOFH— 4:15-2D)

15 Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, God abides
in him, and he in God. 16 So we know and believe the love God
has for us. God is love, and he who abides in love abides in God,
and God abides in him. 17In this is love perfected with us, that we
may have confidence for the day of judgment, because as he is so
are we in this world. 18 There is no fear in love, but perfect love
casts out fear. For fear has to do with punishment, and he who fears
is not perfected in love. 19 We love, because he first loved us. 20 If
any one says, "I love God," and hates his brother, he is a liar; for
he who does not love his brother whom he has seen, cannot love
God whom he has not seen. 21 And this commandment we have from

him, that he who loves God should love his brother also.

SERMON : “A Song about Love”

At the beginning of our worship service today, we sang the
hymn, "More Love to Thee." The words of this hymn were written
during the 19th century by an American woman named Elizabeth
P. Prentiss. Elizabeth was a person of deep, Christian faith. People
thought of her as a person who "continually practiced the presence

of Christ." She was a happy person who usually had a twinkle in
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