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independence. All we have we have received from God, our
Creator. Every breath we take is a gift from the God who loves
us daily, hourly. In this spirit, the psalmist David comments that
giving thanks to God is a pleasant and even joyful experience
(Psalm 54).

Perhaps now you can understand more fully why we so
often sing hymns of praise to God in our worship services at
Tohoku Gakuin. Being a Christian is living a life of praise and
thanksgiving to God. If we could not sing of our thanksgiving
and praise to God, our lives would be sad indeed. The words of
"Now Thank We All Our God" were written during the dark years
of the Thirty Years War (1618-48) when people were witnessing
death and destruction all around them. The author of the words,
Martin Rinkart (1586-1649), expresses well the biblical message
that even during times of plague, destitution, wars, and natural
disasters we are called to worship and give thanks to the God
of love and mercy, the God who, especially, never forgets those
who are grieving and suffering. This is the God we praise and
worship; this is the God to whom we express our deepest feelings

of gratitude and thanksgiving.
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when people are feeling particularly thankful. In a way, however,
to sing the hymn only on special occasions is to miss an important
point about thanking God. The faithful Christian is thankful
(grateful) to God for all things, many of which we receive from
God daily. Sometimes, however, we receive things we wish we
had not received. For example, sometime you may receive a
bad grade on a test; or perhaps after you applied for a job, you
received a rejection notice. Most teachers know well the feeling of
receiving a rejection notice from a publisher who has decided not
to publish one’s book or article. At such times, we may feel angry
or disappointed; and probably, we do not feel like giving thanks
for what happened. In 1 Thessalonians 5: 18, however, the Apostle
Paul tells us to "give thanks in all circumstances, for this is
God’s will for you in Christ Jesus." Indeed, thanksgiving should
not be expressed only when we feel happy about something
we have received. We should also thank God when we have
experiences we would rather have avoided.

There is another, very important point here that we should
not miss. Being thankful to other people and being thankful
to God are not the same thing. For example, being thankful
to another person can sometimes be a burden. I am sure that
each of us has experienced this. Sometimes receiving a gift
from another person hurts our pride; sometimes it damages our
feeling of independence. When we express our thanksgiving

to God, however, there is no issue of selfish pride nor loss of
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ENGLISH CHAPEL SERVICE

WEEHEFE  David N. Murchie (¥ —F—, 572w R)

BIBLE READING : 1 Chronicles 16: 34-36
Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good;
his love endures forever.
Cry out, "Save us, O God our Savior;
gather us and deliver us from the nations,
that we may give thanks to your holy name,
that we may glory in your praise.
Praise be to the LORD, the God of Israel,
from everlasting to everlasting.
Then all the people said “Amen” and “Praise the Lord.”

SERMON : "Thanking God"

Most Protestant Christians are probably not familiar with

the book of Ecclesiasticus. It is not in the Protestant Bible.

Nevertheless, it is a valuable book. It is a book rich with wisdom.

For example, the hymn we just sang is based on a passage from

the 50th chapter of Ecclesiasticus. It is a simple hymn. It is short,

and its words are the words of common people. The words show

the wisdom of an unpretentious celebration of Christian gratitude.
"Now Thank We All Our God" is often sung at special

occasions (for example, at a Thanksgiving Day worship service)
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