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literary talent, Whittier knew little about hymn singing. This
was probably due to the fact that Quakers of that time did not
have singing in their worship services. As Whittier himself
commented regretfully, “two hundred years of silence ha[d]
taken all the sing out of the Quakers.” Indeed, unlike some
other Quakers, Whittier had come to appreciate good hymns
and their use as effective literary and spiritual mediums. He
said, “A good hymn is the best use to which poetry can be
devoted, though I do not claim to have succeeded in writing
one.” Whittier did not write words specifically for hymns.
However, editors have produced several hymns by putting
excerpts of Whittier's poems to music. No other American poet
has had more poems used for hymns than Whittier has.

John Greenleaf Whittier died in 1892 and was buried in
New Hampshire. The funeral was a simple, Quaker ceremony. It
has been said that Whittier “left upon our literature the stamp
of genius and upon our religion the touch of sanity.” It is my
prayer that Whittier's simply expressed faith will encourage
each of us to follow Christ and to show God’s love to those

around us, in simple and sincere ways.
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education. He grew up in a rural home in New England, and his
family was very poor.

Whittier’s poverty, however, did not diminish his literary
talents. When he was very young, he began to write poetry.
At one point, his sister sent one of his poems to William
Lloyd Garrison, the editor of a weekly publication called Free
Press. Garrison was so impressed by Whittier's poems that he
encouraged the young poet to begin preparing to become a
journalist. Thus, after a two-year course in journalism at the
Haverhill Academy, Whittier began to work as a journalist.
His work took him to several major American cities. Both his
popularity and influence began to increase. Eventually, he was
even elected to the Massachusetts legislature. Later on, he
became the editor of a publication called the Pennsylvania
Freeman and even developed a relationship with the famous
magazine, 7he Atlantic Monthly. With the publication of
his poem, Snowbound, Whittier became a well-known and
established American writer.

In spite of his success, however, Whittier did not give up
his simple, Quaker ways. He continued to think, speak, and
dress like the Quakers among whom he was raised. He even
continued to speak in the same, older English dialect that was
used by the Quakers, using the word “thee” instead of “you,” for
example.

It is interesting to note that, though he was a monumental
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of Mankind”) were written by John Greenleaf Whittier, one of
America’s greatest poets. Whittier lived in America during the
nineteenth century. He was part of a group of Christians called
“Quakers.” Quakers believed that we should approach God and
worship God simply and sincerely.

In nineteenth century America, many Christians gathered
together at “revival” meetings where people often participated
in highly emotional activities through which they worshiped
and expressed their love for God. Quakers, however, rejected
such highly emotional ways of worshiping God; they preferred
to express their worship more quietly. When Whittier
worshiped with his Quaker brothers and sisters, they did
so sincerely, but quietly. There was no pomp, no ritual, nor
any highly emotional expressions of personal feeling in their
worship services. As Whittier explained, our belief in God is
reflected in the way we use the life we have received from God.
To believe in God is to love other people. As Whittier said, “O
brother man! Fold to thy breast thy brother. To worship rightly
is to love each other, each smile a hymn, each kindly deed a
prayer.”

Whittier was a great author. He ranks with other American
literary figures of his time, writers like Ralph Waldo Emerson,
Henry Wadsworth Longfellow, James Russell Lowell, and Oliver
Wendell Holmes. It is interesting however that, unlike probably

all of us here today, Whittier was not able to obtain a college
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“Quiet and Thoughtful Worship”

K83 David Murchie
(X—F— TAEYR)

SCRIPTURE READING : Isaiah 30:15 (£ ¥ ¥ #30715ffi)
This is what the Sovereign Lord, the Holy One of
Israel, says: "In repentance and rest is your salvation,
in quietness and trust is your strength...."

R Fotic. A AT VOB LT DBELRDIMIE. 5
Shihtfe, THHTTEH I, Lbk->T HrIcL T2 6
bbb, ROMIEELTOWE LI Z2hNdB]L,

The music of today’'s hymn was composed by Frederick
C. Maker, an accomplished Irish musician. Maker was an
international person. He lived and traveled in many different
countries. He became well-known for giving performances in
areas where many of the people were poor. He was known for
accepting any kind of support people gave him. One time he
received 100 sheep and several chickens as payment for his
concert. Maker also composed the music for the famous hymn,
“Beneath the Cross of Jesus.”

The words of our hymn for today (“Dear Lord and Father
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