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to praise your name. Thank you for giving us guidance in these
beatitudes to live our precious lives in extraordinary, unusual
ways that bring us closer to you and closer to each other. Teach
us to blessedly serve one another by leading us to be more
patient, more kind, more forgiving and more humble; especially
when those around us don’t expect it. Give us the strength we
need to act with love for others.

Please come with us to our classrooms. Guide our studies
so that we can learn the skills we need to fulfill your purpose for

creating us. This we pray in Jesus’ name, Amen.
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What did Hoshino find that was more important and made
his life fun to live? The words I underlined in Jesus’ beatitudes
are hints. These words/ideas can also be found in I Corinthians,
chapter 13. This chapter of the Bible is called the ‘love chapter’.
Hoshino found that ‘living with love for others’ is more
important than living with love for his own life. Jesus also says
that the truly good life is for the people who are willing to lose

their “good life” in order to give others a better life. Jesus says

that the blessed, happy people are the people who are too
patient with others, who are too kind to others, too agreeable,
too humble, too forgiving, too modest, too honest, too gentle, too
trusting and too hopeful. The outcome of living in this way is
good for all people. Did you notice the outcomes Jesus
promised? Being satisfied, receiving comfort, being able to meet
God, becoming citizens of God’s kingdom are a few of the
outcomes of living according to Jesus’ beatitudes. These
promises can be reality for all people when we all live with love
for others.

Today’s Bible reading is the very beginning of Jesus’ first
lecture on earth, so this must be a very important basic teaching.

In these beatitudes, Jesus is teaching us how living our life with

love for others is much more meaningful than living our life for

ourselves. This is living with a beautiful attitude!

Prayer

We thank you for another day in our lives that we can use
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Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness
(people who try to be honest), for they shall be satisfied.

Blessed are the merciful (forgiving people), for they shall
obtain mercy.

Blessed are the pure in heart (kind people), for they shall
see God.

Blessed are the peacemakers (agreeable people), for they
shall be called sons of God.

Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’
sake (trusting people), for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

Blessed are you when men revile you and persecute you
and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely because you believe
Jesus (hopeful people); Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is
great in heaven.

Jesus’ beatitudes are very different, aren’t they? These
beatitudes do not reasonably lead to a good life, do they? So,
why did Jesus teach these beatitudes?

In order to understand what Jesus means, let's read a
poem I recently found by a Japanese poet/painter named
Hoshino Tomobhiro. I think if we solve Hoshino’s riddle, we can

understand what Jesus means. This is Hoshino's poem.

When I thought that my life was the most important thing,
my life was very difficult.
When I realized that my life was not the most important thing,

my life became fun to live.
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9 Blessed are the peacemakers,
for they will be called children of God.

10 Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness,
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

11 “Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and
falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of me. 12
Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward in heaven,
for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were
before you.

Meditation
The title of the bible reading for today is “The Beatitudes”.

In Jesus’ lifetime, beatitudes were not unusual. Very often,

people would use this type of sentence to remind each other of

how to live the ‘good life’. The people in those days might say,

“Blessed are the hard workers, for they shall become rich,” or

“Blessed are those who enjoy learning, for they will know many

things and enjoy their life.” These beatitudes are reasonable.

They show us how to get a ‘good life’ in this world! Let’s

compare these beatitudes to Jesus’ list in today’s bible reading.

Jesus said,

Blessed are the poor in spirit (humble people), for theirs is
the kingdom of heaven.

Blessed are those who mourn (patient people), for they shall
be comforted.

Blessed are the meek (modest people), for they shall inherit
the earth.
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Living With A Beautiful Attitude

AIEE RS Carol Sasaki
iR Frmil)

Bible Reading: Matthew 5:1-12
(R 2AIC KB/ 5 5 1 ~12ffi)

5 Now when Jesus saw the crowds, he went up on a
mountainside and sat down. His disciples came to him, 2 and he

began to teach them.

He said:
3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit,
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
4 Blessed are those who mourn,
for they will be comforted.
5 Blessed are the meek,
for they will inherit the earth.
6 Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness,
for they will be filled.
7  Blessed are the merciful,
for they will be shown mercy.
8 Blessed are the pure in heart,

for they will see God.
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